

Clydeside Hunt Saboteurs Meeting 9th January 1990. 
Minutes. 


1. SATURDAY (13th) 

Hire van, John given £45 out of money raised at Hunts Sabs, 
bebefit gig to pay for van hire. The rest of the money £255 
given to Sarah to put into account. 

2. S.H.S.A. MEETING 

Sunday 14th in Edinburgh. Van leaving Queen St. at 11.45am. 

3. JOINT HIT 

Saturday 20th Jan. at the Duke of Buccl%uchs hunt. Scottish 
groups plus Newcastle groups. Meet at Queeh St. 7.30am. 

4. T-Shirts 

Available from Willie cost £4.00 money for Clydeside Hunt Sabs. 

5. Numbers. 

The number of people out on Saturdays is very low, it was 
decided to put posters up in colleges etc. (using old poster 
but with new date) 


A.O.C.B. 

H.S.A. a new holding committee has been formed to re-start H.S.A. 
Members meeting on Sunday 21st January, Glasgow. 







Renfield Saint Stephen’s Church Centre 


Office open 

weekdays 

9.00 am to 1.00 pm 


260 Bath Street, 
Glasgow G2 4JP 
Tel: 041-332 4293 


AGREEMENT FOR USE OF ACCOMMODATION No. 172 A 

Name. .^HrTr...... ?. er Ils * Julia Walton (945-1 780) 

Address...?. 0 ..™.. 3 ^’. 

MAHJEIU, GLASGOW, G20 6HE 

. . . 

Accommodation.£???£. 

Seating Capacity.°^.. G . r ?!? t .... 


Purpose (Please give full details). m&2iM2S m 


Duration - from am/pm to am/pm on 

7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 


Crypt.£6.00 per meeting 

Hall Charges: (pric9 is subject to slight 
increase later in 1990 ) 

®tras Seating (included in 

Tables charge) 

Use of kitchen 
Grand Piano (Main Hall) 

Microphone (Main Hall) 

Stage Lighting 

Date.. ..Secretary 

Renffeld St. Stephen's Church Centre 

One copy of this agreement should be signed below and returned to the Centre Secretary as soon as possible. 

Cheques should be made payable to Renfield St. Stephen's Church. When a receipt is required, please send s.a.e. 

Date .... °. . (Signed). .!. 

Thank you for your booking. We welcome you to the Centre 
and would draw your attention to the conditions of let shown overleaf. 


1990 

TUESDAYS 13TH FEBRUARY, 1990 
1 JTIT MARCH " 

10TZ APRIL « 

8TH HAY ” 

12TH JUTTS 11 

10TE JULY » 

14TE AUGUST » 

11TH SEpTMBER " 

9TR OCTOBER " 

13TH NOVEMBER " 

11TS DECEMBER n 





















CONDITIONS 


1 . 


2 . 


5 . 


4. 


5- 


6 . 


7. 


9. 


10 . 


11 . 


All users of the Centre are responsible for any damage to property or 
furniture and shall make good such damage. In some circumstances, a 
returnable deposit may be charged for the use of Centre equipment. 

All extra fittings and decorations shall be subject to the approval of 
the Caretaker before being fitted up, and insured if necessary by the 
Lessee. Electrical appliances shall not be used w.i-ftiout permission. 

Any furniture or fittings brought in by users of the Centre should be 
removed by 11 a.ra. on the morning after the meeting. 

All meetings shall terminate in sufficient time to allow the precises 
to be vacated by 10.15 p.m. unless other arrangements have been agreed. 

The charges include placing and removing deats, cleaning, heating a n d 
lighting but do not include any special arrangements including 
rehearsals for which a separate booking may be required. 

Please observe the NO SMOKING signs displayed within the Church Centre. 
It is understood that neither the sale or consumption of alcohol nor 
any form of gambling is allowed on the premises. 

No posters of any kind may be affixed to the walls either inside or 
outside the building and pamphlets should not be distributed : n or 
around the Centre. 


When the use of the grand piano is granted a competent pianist must be 
employed and when kitchen facilities have been booked the premises must 
be left in the same condition as found. 


When storage space is sought and obtained the Applicant will be 
responsible for the items stored and the removal of same when requested. 


The Management reserves the right to cancel or terminate the let of these 
premises, if they have reason to believe that the purpose of the let has 
been changed. 


To comply with Statutory Fire Regulations you are not allowed to exceed 
the seating capacity of the accommodation that you have booked. You are 
requested not to linger in the passageways. 

We are obliged by fire regulations to hold fire drills from time to time: 
could you please draw attention to the instructions in each hall by the 
light switch at the door - and we apologise for any possible inconvenience. 




CLYDESIDE HUNT SABOTEURS MEETING 12th DEC.1989 


1. Joint hit - Dumfries meeting at Queen Street station 8am. 

2. S.H.S.A. joint hit on 2$$*\Jan. Duke of Buccleuch's. 

Next meeting 14th January. 

3. Boxing Day/New Years Day normal meeting place and time. 

4. H.S.A. Committee - a -nev committee has been formed ?fter the 
E.G.M. Sarah L. is on committee, their first meeting is next 
Sun. Clydeside to help pay for travel expanses. 

5. Next meeting 9th Jan. in Third Eye Centre (hall booked). 


1990 meetings. 

13 Feb. 

13 March 
10 April 

8 May 

12 June 

10 July 

14 Aug. 

11 Sept. 

9 Oct. 

13 Nov. 

11 Dec. 





Clydeside Hunt Saboteurs Association 


ADVICE FOR NEW HUNT SABOTEURS. 

The following notes have been drawn up as requested at a Hunt Saboteurs meeting 
to offer advice to new members of what to do and what not to do when out 
sabotaging a hunt. These are in no way rules - merely guidelines to give people 
an idea of what is expected of them. 

It does not go into the tactics of how to sabotage a hunt effectively, these 
are best learnt on the day by watching what is going on qfid copying experienced 
saboteurs. The C.H.S.A. also holds tactics meetings for new members to improve 
their sabotage skills - you can get details from group members. 

When out sabotaging a hunt; 

DO 

1) Wear suitable clothing, drab coloured, warm, tough, and waterproof if you 
don't like getting wet. 

2) Lifeten to experienced saboteurs advice. 

3) Be prepared to be out in bad weather conditions. 

4) Bring along any or all of the following items: hunting horn, air horn, 
whistle, maps (O.S. Landranger sheets 63 & 64) antimate spray, camera (preferably 
black and white film). 

5) Stay with a group of people, don't wander off on your own. 

6 ) Bring a packed lunch, you will probably be out all day. 

7) Offer suggestions, and ask questions if there is anything you are not sure about. 

8 ) Come to our monthly meetings - details available at the hunt. 

DON'T ■ 

1) Offer violence to hunt members or supporters. 

2) Spray antimate on hounds, horses or people. 

3) Do anything that might harm hounds or horses. 

4) Be afraid to try the calls. 

5) Call hounds onto main roads, railways or into any area where they may get 
injured. 

6 ) Run in among the horses unless you are with a large group of people. 





SABOTAGING A FOXHUNT - BASIC TACTICS 


l) CLEARING WOODS 

Form line across wood and move forward together making as much noise 
as possible iet blow horns, whistles, air horns, clap, shout, football 
rattles, bangers etc 0 

Look out for foxes earths and unblock if necessary. 

Work away from meet and/or send foxes in a direction the hunt will not 
want to go iei towards residential area, main road/ railway, river. 


2) PULLING HOUNDS AWAY FROM A DRAW 

When the hounds are sent into a wood, gorse patch etc to sniff around 
and find a fox, sabs usually try to call them back out using horn and 
voice calls. We imitate the calls the huntsman would make if a fox had 
left the wood and he was calling the hounds onto the scent. 

Therefore sabs position themselves outside the wood, away from the 
huntsman and riders and then once the hounds are spread out and beyond 
the huntsmans immediate control start using calls. A^single holloa 
(pronounced holler - a long scream like a red indian war cry ) will 
raise the hounds heads and then a single horn blower using fast notes 
(doubling) combined with other sabs voice calls should bring the hounds^ 
out. Voice calls should be high pitched , excited and encouraging 
eg; hike forrard, hike to horn, hup hounds, hup hup forrard etc. The 
actual words used are not as important as the tone of the voice. The 
calls should be interspersed with whoops and shouts. 

If hounds come towards sabs, move away as fast as possible taking the 
hounds away from the huntsman. Avoid going towards main roads, railways 
or any other place where hounds could be at risk of being injured. 


5 ) STOPPING HOUNDS ON A SCENT 

If the hounds do flush out a fox or pick up a scent they will start to 
bay and yelp in a loud choruso This noise plus the probable excitement 
among hunt members should alert sabs, They should get ahead of hounds 
if possible,or if not then to one side or among them in a wood. Horn 
and voice calls should be used plus imitation whip-cracks. 

Horn calls should be slow and long, single notes or longer mournful 
calls. Voice calls should be gruff, harsh and aggressive, as if 
chastising the hounds, iej ware riot, leave it, ware hound, get on back 
to him, etc. This should be interspersed with whip-crack sounds, banging 
two blocks of wood together, using a home made whip, or clapping. 

4) PREVENTING A DIG-OUT 

When a fox takes refuge underground terriermen will be called in to dig 
it out using terriers to locate the fox and then spades to dig with. 

The only way sabs can prevent this is to reach the scene as quickly 
as possible, and refuse to move until the hunt pack up and move on. 

The more sabs that are present , the better the chance of success. 


5) USE OF ANTIMATE 

If you have antimate spray use it selectively, when clearing woods use 
around any earths that you find. At any time during the hunt if you 
see a fox running use it to cover its scent. Also use in front of 
hounds that are running on a scent. 


CLYDESIDE HUNT SABOTEURS. 
December 1989. 










SABOTAGING A FOXHUNT - FURTHER TACTICS 


1) BEFORE THE MEET 

Look at the O.S. map and try to decide where the hunt is most likely 
to go, (previous experience of the meet will help as well)* 

This will enable you to position yourselves well, hopefully ahead of 
the hunt and not trailing behind them. It is much easier to call 
hounds successfully from the front, and it is essential if you want 
to stop hounds when they are on a scent, as you can form a physical 
barrier in front of them. 

Know where S.R.C. owned land is ( country parks and water authority) 
and then be ready with a camera if the hunt head towards such land so 
that we have evidence of any trespass that occurs. 


2) AT THE MEET * 

If you have a camera take ’mug-shots' of hunt member® and supporters. 
If we can build up a file of faces then it may help sabs who are 
|assaulted, have vehicles damaged etc. to identify the person involved. 
'Listen to the huntsman/whip whenever you are near them and try to pick 
up some of the hounds names. 


5) .GALLING HOUNDS AWAY FROM A DRAW 

Groups should be seperated, some near the covert and others further 
away. Try to learn horn calls and voice calls and then use them 
effectively - just blowing single notes on the horn and yelling "come 
away" is not the most effective way to gain control of the pack. 

Horn calls should be fast a n <* controlled ie; gone away, doubling. 

Only one person should be blowing a horn, remember we are trying to 
mimic the huntsman. Similarly, voice calls should be organised, not 
just a hubbub of 5 or 6 people all shouting different things at the 
same time. Shout one at a time, using the same type of calls, high 
pitched, excited etc. (see other tactics sheet). 

Hopefully, using these tactics, the hounds should come out of the 
covert and run up towards the sabs. As soon as the hunt realises what 
has happened they will send riders up to stop the hounds and send 
them back to the huntsman, so it is important to keep the hounds 
^running fast. Therefore when they reach the first group, these sabs 
Fshould stop calling and the second group that are farther away take 
up the role of 'huntsman' and start using horn and voice calls. 

The first group then takes on the role of the 'whipper-in', sending 
hounds on to the 'huntsman' group, encouraging the hounds to run on 
past themselves. 

If the draw is near a road (not a busy one) then the second group can 

be replaced by sabs on bikes or in a van so that hounds can be taken 

further away from the huntsman. . 

When pulling hounds in this way it is advantageous to choose a 
direction which has some sort of barrier that will stop the riders 
being able to catch up with the hounds. So keep?an eye out for barbed 
wire fences with no gate or jump in them, a field that riders are not 

allowed in, (marked by a red rectangle on a post inside gates and jumps 

-thfere are lots at the Eglinton), a river that is difficult to cross 
etc. If the two groups are positioned one each side of the barrier 
then it does not matter if sabs can't get across quickly either, the 
hounds will find a way across almost anything if they are excited 
enough. 








sabs^are JeL’^enough when the huntsman puts his hounds into a covert 
then tactics can be used to actually stop the hounds from spreading 
through the covert, using two groups again. 

One group stay as close to the hunt as possible ( without putting 
themselves at rik from the riders) and do gathering calls. Short notes 
on the horn played in twos or threes. Voice calls mournful and drawn 
out, ie; hup hup hou-nds, come away back then, hou-nds, etc. 

The other group go into the covert with the hounds and as soon as the 
huntsman encourages them to spread out use voice calls and whip crac 
sounds to put them back to him. Voice calls should be harsh, iej Get 
away on back to him, way on back, get back there.^ t „ 

This has been used effectively several times and results in the huntsman 
standing surrounded by his pack unable to cast them. 

5 ^ USE OF ANTIMATE , ^ ^ A 

Antimate should be something that all sabs have with them - it isnot ^ 
very often needed, but when the hounds are on the scent of a lox 11 
can be crucial in stopping them. Voice calls and whip cracks may ^^ ract 
them, but if they lose the scent due to antimate this will cause 
to check, giving the sabs a much better chance to call them away from 
the fox. If the hounds do go after g. fox then sabs need to be in f ront 
of them, the best way is usually to'return to a vehicle if one is nearby, 
and drive round in front of them. If oyu haven’t seen the fox keep an 
eye on the supporters as they will holloa and point for the huntsman 
to show him which way it has gone. Maps are important again, so that tne 
driver can be directed to a road that will intersect the direction the 
fox has taken. , , , , , „ . 

If the fox has been seen, eg; crossing a road, antimate should be spray 
not only across where the: fox ran, but as far as possible along the lme 
it took in both directions. This will then take the hounds much longer 
to pick up the scent again. Remember that hunt supporters know what 
antimate is for so be discreet if they are about. . . . 

Pox's scent is not actually srongest on the ground but an inch or two 
above, hanging in the air. Therefore the best way to disguise it is xo 
spray antimate from some sort of spray gun (like the sort gardeners 
or a non-aerosol pump action spray (lots of hairsprays, gels an 
are now sold in these). / Mahlp 

Antimate can be made with a small drop of citronella oil ^available 
from chemists) and water. As the oil floats on the water 1 is 
adding some biodegradeable washing up liquid as well so that it mixes 
better. Despite the faot that it is a fairly h a rmless substance it 
should never be sprayed in hounds faces or on their noses as it is 
irritant• 


CLYDESIDE HUNT SABOTEURS 
December 1989* 







952 THE FIELD 29 October 1983 


The fox’s world of sounds and scents 

^ A four-part series on the animal looks first at its hunting faculties by night 


Hunting 


T he fox is not really a visual 
animal. Although it has 
fairly good daytime vision 
and good night vision — much 
better than a stoat or weasel, less 
good than an owl — the world 
which is its home is, above all, 
one of sounds and scents. 

There are good reasons for 
this. The fox is primarily, though 
not exclusively, nocturnal and 
even with the best of night-seeing 
eyes there is insufficient light on 
a dark, starless night to permit 
precise, fine-grained image 
perception. 

Tangled undergrowth 

It can pick out the shapes of 
trees, boulders and other 
features of the landscape but 
cannot hunt by such light. And 
its eyes are only 12 to 15 inches 
off the ground where the field of 
vision in long grass or tangled 
undergrowth is extremely restric¬ 
ted anyway so that eyes, however 
keen, are not of much use, especi¬ 
ally for hunting the fox’s staple 
prey, the vole, which spends 
much of its time moving around 
beneath the cover of matted sur¬ 
face vegetation or snow. 

The fox hunts using its two 
most important senses, hearing 
and olfaction. During the day, of 
course, it uses all three senses for 
hunting, one or other sense 
becoming predominant accord¬ 
ing to the prey involved. 

How good is the sense of hear¬ 
ing of the fox? Thanks to new re¬ 
search methods it is possible to 
give a precise and quantitative 
answer to this question. But the 
exact nature of the answer 
depends on the frequency (pitch) 
of the sounds involved. 

It can hear low frequency 
sounds in the range of 160- 
18,000 cycles/second, sounds like 
the rustle of a vole moving 
through its maze of runs and tun¬ 
nels in the hedgerow jungle, or 
the footsteps of a human being, 
better than any other mammal in 
the native British fauna, and 
nearly as well as a bam owl. If a 
man can hear a watch ticking 
four feet from his ear but no 


sonic range. The wolf, however, 
has better hearing than the fox 
right across the frequency range. 
Many scientists believe that 
wolves hunt even large game 
more by sound than smell or 
vision and that its range of hear¬ 
ing and the fineness of its audi¬ 
tory discrimination make this its 
keenest sense. 

The fox’s sense of smell is 
roughly as keen as its sense of 
hearing (it is impossible to be 
precise because man has no direct 
mathematical way of comparing 
the acuity of different sense 
modalities) and one million one 
hundred thousand times keener 
than ours (for a review of some 
of the quantitative methods used 
to study the sense of smell of ani¬ 
mals, see The Field, 14 May). The 
fox can smell a man up to a mile 
away if the wind is right. 

Mental activity 

The fox lives surrounded by a 
world of odours which dominate 
its sensory and inner life. Elec- 
trophysiological recordings 
show that the great predomi¬ 
nance of electrical and thus of 
mental activity in the brain of the 
fox, night and day, dreams in¬ 
cluded. takes place in regions of 
the brain concerned primarily 
with olfaction. 

On a dark night, hunting 
upwind or at an angle to the 
wind into a flowing river of 
millions of intermingled odours 
of whose existence a man knows 
nothing without the help of an 
olfactometer, moving its head 
very slightly to compare input to 
left and right nostrils, it can smell 
a vole far away and home in on 
its possibly still and silent victim. 
When there is no wind the fox 
can follow a trail with the cer¬ 
tainty of a bloodhound. 

Even in total darkness where it 
can see nothing the fox can find 
its way through countryside it 
cannot see using the olfactory 
mental map mapped into the 
neuronal circuits of its brain. 
Every plant, tree and patch of 
earth has a smell of its own so the 
fox knows precisely where it is 
even when its surroundings are 
invisible. 

The fox’s sense of smell has 
other important functions too. 
Foxes communicate with one 
another using a chemical 
language from which man is 
excluded. In the second of this 
series I shall discuss the vocabu¬ 
lary and syntax of fox talk. 

Andrew Allen 


The fox hunts using its most important senses, hearing and olfaction. 


further away, a fox can hear the 
same watch ticking 50 feet away. 
It can hear a vole running 
through long grass 70 feet away 
and pinpoint the precise source 
of the sound to within two or 
three inches. 

The fox can hunt small 
rodents with deadly accuracy in 
total darkness, using only its 
ears. This has been demonstrated 
by a number of experiments 
carried out with a fox in a large 
room of 1,500 square yards made 
completely light-proof. The floor 
of the room was covered with 
dead leaves. The fox could track 
down and catch with its claws a 
vole running about in the leaves. 

Rustling leaves 

To prove that neither the 
odour of the vole nor the heat 
trail of its body were strictly 
necessary for this kind of hunt¬ 
ing a vole-shaped wad of cotton 
wool was dragged through the 
leaves. This had no odour and 
left no heat trail. Yet the moment 
the cotton wool was moved so 


that it rustled the leaves, the fox 
pounced and caught it, exhibit¬ 
ing fine co-ordination of ear and 
limb and a good ability to judge 
short distances accurately. 

The fox's ability to hear high 
frequency sounds and ultra¬ 
sounds is also much better than 
our own. Adult human beings 
hear only sounds in the fre¬ 
quency range 20-20,000 c/s 
(middle C on a piano is 256 c/s, 
the highest notes of a piccolo 
4,700 c/s). We are thus deaf to 
the high-pitched ’ ultrasonic 
squeaks of mice, voles, rats and 
shrews, which communicate with 
one another using sounds and 
ultrasounds in the range 25,000- 
100,000 c/s. 

But the fox is not deaf to these 
sounds. It can hear ultrasounds 
in the range 25,000-45,000 c/s 
and home-in from great dis¬ 
tances. It is not, however, as 
good as the cat, wildcat, lynx or 
wolf which can hear ultrasounds 
up to 60,000 c/s. The fox hears 
better than the cat at low fre¬ 
quencies but less well in the ultra¬ 


















5 November 1983 


first language of foxes 


Not so much vocal as chemical signals organise their complex society 


were once thought to 
be solitary animals, but 
this is not so. Their society 
a complex organisation and 
they spend much of their lives 
communicating with one another. 

Some of this communication is 
talk in the sense in which we 
understand it. Over great dis¬ 
tances they use loud barks, 
shrieks and screams audible (to a 
fox’s ear) seven or eight miles 
away; and talk softly to one 
another using low calls — greet¬ 
ings, threats, commands, acknow¬ 
ledgements of inferiority or sub¬ 
mission— when together in an 
earth or moving around in packs. 

Although vocal calls are a use¬ 
ful form of communication, 
foxes cannot always be making a 
noise. Shrieking is a waste of time 
and energy and the calls made at 
the expense of so much effort are 
lost as soon as they are made. 

To overcome this problem 
they use a second, much more 
powerful language of chemical 
signals. Within any square mile 
of countryside densely populated 
with foxes there are several 
hundred more-or-less permanent 
‘recognition posts’ — tree stumps, 
fence posts, boulders — set 
mainly along the boundaries of 
their territories or along heavily- 
used fox pathways, where they 
leave chemical messages for 
other foxes to read. 


mones rather like those found in 
catnip and is concerned primar¬ 
ily but not exclusively with com¬ 
munication between the sexes. 

Second, it has a pair of (to us) 
foul-smelling anal glands just 
underneath the tail in the region 
of the anus, responsible for the 
characteristic smell of fox on 
some but not all recognition 
posts and along heavily-used fox 
highways. This glandular com¬ 
plex, with the help of colonies of 
domesticated bacteria, manufac¬ 
tures a variety of carboxylic 
acids, amino acids, amines and 
other aromatic organic com¬ 
pounds of varying volatility. 

The fox applies its anal and 
supracaudal gland secretions to 
recognition posts by backing up, 
raising its tail and rubbing the 
anal region and the root of the 
tail vigorously against the 
upstanding object so as to place 
the odorous substance at approxi¬ 
mately nose height, to attract the 
attention of any passing fox. 

The fox also has sweat glands 
on the soles of its pads. These, its 
only sweat glands, produce a 
smell indistinguishable to our 
noses from the scent of the anal 
glands but chemically very differ¬ 
ent, and it is this scent which 
hounds use when following a 
cool and unflustered fox. When it 


becomes frightened its anal and 
supracaudal glands begin, quite 
involuntarily, to emit great quan¬ 
tities of scent too, confirming the 
observation of huntsmen that 
frightened foxes leave a stronger 
scent trail. 

Every fox has anal and supra¬ 
caudal gland secretions which 
are individual to it, and lays 
down its right of ownership by 
means of a personal signature. 

If the signature is not re¬ 
applied at sufficiently regular 
intervals and begins to fade, 
foxes in adjoining territories or 
itinerants know the owner is 
ailing or dead and the territory 
up for grabs. 

Trials of strength 

The mark of a territory holder 
provides other foxes with diag¬ 
nostic information about the age, 
sex, physical condition, social 
status and self-confidence or lack 
of it of the animal making the 
mark. This information can be 
used to settle problems of terri¬ 
tory size, ownership and orders 
of social precedence without 
recourse to repeated trials of 
strength. 

Dispersing foxes leave marks 
on recognition posts too, as they 
travel through the countryside 
crossing the territories of others. 


These submission marks, 
expressing a lack of aggressive 
intent, reassure the territory 
holder that his or her territory is 
not threatened and guarantee the 
stranger safe passage and tem¬ 
porary hunting rights; though 
wandering foxes are sometimes 
chased on their way by resident 
foxes in particularly aggressive 
mood mainly in late autumn, 
winter and early spring, w hen the 
fox's sense of territoriality is 
waxing rather than w aning. 

One of the most striking 
features of fox society is the 
rarity of really serious fighting 
between individuals except 
during one or two weeks in the 
year when social hierarchies and 
territorial boundaries are estab¬ 
lished in ritualised conflicts. 

Fox territories are so large that 
their boundaries cannot possibly 
be constantly supervised. A terri¬ 
tory owner does not have to be 
visible to make his presence felt. 
He makes his ownership known 
by his olfactory signature and 
these signals of ownership are 
largely respected. 

This does not mean that vio¬ 
lence is unknown in the fox 
world but it is not the routine 
means of preserving the quite 
complicated social order which 
governs fox life. Andrew Allen 


Recognition posts 

Messages of this kind have the 
advantage of persistence. 
Some — those staking owner¬ 
ship of a territory, for example — 
are written using heavy, non-vol¬ 
atile chemicals which remain on 
the recognition post for several 
weeks. Other messages — warn¬ 
ings, sexual invitations, messages 
expressing temporary changes of 
mood — are written using light 
volatile chemicals which evapor¬ 
ate within hours or days. 

The fox has two main groups 
of scent glands which it uses to 
mark recognition posts in these 
ways. First, it has a sweet-smell¬ 
ing violet or supracaudal gland 
on the back of its brush about 
three inches from where it joins 
the body. This manufactures a 
variety of terpenes and phero¬ 


Fox in a tree: Communication 
between foxes is in two forms, 
vocal calls and chemical signals. 











Foxes on the home range 


How they divide the countryside into a mosaic of territorial units 


A s foxes are opportunist 
predators which might 
reasonably be classed as 
omnivores, given the amount of 
fruit, fungi and carrion they eat, 
they can find food in a variety of 
habitats. Suitable places for 
earths for the rearing of young 
are harder to find, at least in 
many types of lowland country. 
(Earths do not have to be under¬ 
ground, of course. Many foxes 
have their families in surface 
‘clitters': in mountain country 
foxes often have their families in 
‘yards’ in the heather and in low¬ 
land country foxes are quite 
often ‘scrub bom' in thickets of 
gorse and other undergrowth). 

Good sites are therefore a 
major determining factor in fox 
social organisation and move¬ 
ment patterns so that when, in 
autumn, the vixens start to take 
up residence in their chosen 
earths they effectively set up the 
distribution pattern for the 
coming season. 

Selection of earths 

The selection of earths by the 
females is followed by a period of 
violent activity among the males, 
coinciding with the maturation 
of the gonads. During this period 
there is much screaming and 
shrieking and the males compete 
for possession of a territory con¬ 
taining one or more females, 
good safe earths and sufficient 
food to support the male, his 
mate or harem and the cubs yet 
to be bom — a dog fox, a vixen 
and eight half-grown cubs need 
about 160 voles or the equivalent 
in other food every day. 

This competition for territor¬ 
ies may involve actual fighting, 
usually of a ritual character, 
screaming threat duels and 
extensive scent marking with 
chemicals which proclaim the 
size, physical condition, aggress¬ 
ive mood and social status of the 
males involved, as we saw in last 
week's article. 

The size of the territories thus 
established and the kind of social 
order associated with them vary 
with the nature of the habitat and 
the amount of trapping or fox¬ 
hunting practised there. In harsh 
mountain country where foxes 
are scarce and food availability 
rather than availability of cover 
for sites is the major factor limit¬ 
ing the number of foxes in an 
area, territories are large, as they 
are in areas where foxes are per¬ 
secuted by man so that the popu¬ 
lation density is artificially low. 

In both cases, territories will 
be a square mile at least and each 
defended territory is surrounded 
by a larger undefended home 
range of several square miles 


where the fox hunts freely, over¬ 
lapping with the home ranges but 
not the territories of other foxes 
on the mountain. Each territory 
is held in common by a dog and a 
vixen, both of whom take part in 
boundary marking. 

In good lowland habitat with a 
fairly low level of hunting or 
trapping and a fairly high density 
of foxes, territories are smaller — 
from one-sixteenth to seven- 
eighths of a square mile. Here 
monogamy is rare, though not 
unknown, the great majority of 
territories being held in common 
by a dog fox and two, three or 
four vixens, all of whom take 
some part in boundary marking 
and territorial defence. 

The boundaries of the 
defended territory and the home 
range where the fox hunts for 
food usually coincide almost 
exactly, dividing the countryside 
into a mosaic of non-overlap¬ 
ping, exclusive territorial units. 

In very rich habitat with no 
hunting or trapping and a very 
high fox density (1 fox per 15-30 
hectares) — for example in some 
parts of Surrey, Berkshire, 
Oxfordshire and Sussex, the out¬ 
skirts of Marseilles and Montpel¬ 
lier— small, mutually exclusive 


territories are held by a dog fox 
and a pack of four to seven vixens 
who move around together at 
night in a group with a compli¬ 
cated internal hierarchy. 

These fox packs resemble wolf 
packs in their internal organ¬ 
isation, but they are not packs in 
the strictest sense of the word 
because the members of the 
group do not cooperate in bring¬ 
ing down large game. 

In these areas of high density 
where competition for space is 
intense, territories tend to be 
round or oval to maximise the 
area of the territory and minim¬ 
ise the length of the boundary 
to be patrolled and marked with 
olfactory ‘keep out' notices. 

Local topography 

However, the precise shape of 
any territory depends on the 
local topography and the boun¬ 
daries between fox territories 
tend to follow clearly-defined 
physical features like streams, 
ridges, hedges and so on and 
remain about the same from year 
to year while generations of foxes 
come and go, provided the 
density of foxes in the area 
remains approximately the same. 

Excess males unable to win 


ownership of a territory and the 
females living there must either 
accept peripheral areas lacking 
females or travel in search of 
vacant territories and unattached 
females elsewhere. 

Itinerants travelling through 
countryside which is often un¬ 
familiar or only partly familiar 
suffer much higher mortality 
than resident foxes; but many 
itinerant dog foxes do find their 
Promised Land. Territory 
holders are dying off constantly, 
leaving territories for the taking. 

Mortality rates within resident 
fox populations are much higher 
than is generally thought. In 
good fox country, where there is 
no hunting or trapping, some 
30-40 per cent of all the adult 
(one year old or more) foxes in an 
area die every year. 

In areas where control is sys¬ 
tematic some 50-70 per cent of all 
the adult foxes in an area die 
every year, leaving vacant terri¬ 
tories for itinerant dog foxes and 
the new generation of fox cubs 
which enter the population each 
year. Only a tiny percentage of 
all the foxes born in Britain — 
from 0 to 6 per cent depending on 
the area — live to be more than 
five years old. Andrew Allen 
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The laws of fox population 

Our series concludes with a look at the factors and figures of litter sizes 



M ating of foxes usually 
takes place in January 
and thereafter the 
males become quieter and less 
aggressive. Territorial boundar¬ 
ies tend to fade somewhat, allow¬ 
ing foxes to move through the 
territories of their neighbours 
more freely, except in areas of 
very high fox density where the 
non-overlapping mosaic of terri¬ 
tories described last week 
remains in force for most or all of 
the year. 

Fox cubs arc generally born in 
March or April. The average size 
of a litter varies, but not at 
random. In mountain country 
the average litter size per vixen in 
the population (in other words, 
the reproductive productivity) is 
low, usually in the range 2.7-3.5. 
Very few vixens have four cubs 
or more. 

In rich lowland country, where 
foxes are hunted or trapped, the 
average litter size per vixen is 
much higher — four or five 
and many vixens have litters of 
eight or more. In rich lowland 
country where foxes are left un¬ 
disturbed, the average litter size 
is smaller, usually 2.7-4. 

An average litter of 3.2 in a 
dense lowland population is not 
at all the same statistical beast as 
a litter of 3.2 in the mountains. In 
the lowland population many 


vixens have litters of up to eight 
but 20-60 per cent of all vixens 
are barren. 

These complicated statistical 
patterns are governed by a 
simple and straightforward logic. 
Litter size is controlled by the 
interplay of two factors. 

First, it is controlled by the 
nutritional state of the vixen. A 
well-fed vixen has a large litter 
because her state of nutrition 
affects the production of the hor¬ 
mones which control litter size. 

Social influences 

Second, litter size is controlled 
by social factors. At high popula¬ 
tion densities it is usual for up to 
seven vixens to live together as a 
tightly-knit social group sharing 
a territory with a single dog fox. 
Vixens low in the social hierarchy 
of the group are denied access to 
the male by vixens higher up and 
for this reason are often barren. 

Even if they manage surrepti¬ 
tiously to mate with the male, 
this does not guarantee a family. 
Subordinate vixens are under 
considerable social stress, which 
affects production of the repro¬ 
ductive hormones controlling 
fertility. At high levels of social 
stress — in a dense population — 
these vixens are automatically 
infertile. 

In mountain areas where there 


are few foxes, vixens are under 
no social stress and litter size is 
controlled solely by their state of 
nutrition. Food supply on the 
mountain is low and variable, so 
the vixens on the mountain have 
small litters. 

In rich lowland country where 
mortality from hunting or trap¬ 
ping is high, foxes are continually 
being removed from the popula¬ 
tion. This removes the social 
stresses and guarantees a super¬ 
abundance of food for the sur¬ 
vivors, so mean litter size is large. 

In rich lowland country where 
foxes are not disturbed, mor¬ 
tality is relatively low and the 
population density reaches the 
‘carrying capacity’ of the habitat. 
But as the population density in¬ 
creases the food available per 
vixen drops and social strains 
grow, rendering many subordi¬ 
nate vixens barren. Mean litter 
size falls and the population 
density stabilises at a level the 
habitat can support. 

Elasticity of litter size is one of 
the fox's main weapons in its war 
with man and a hostile environ¬ 
ment. Fox populations hardly 
ever get out of control and then 
crash, having eaten out the food 
supply in the way human popula¬ 
tions are wont to do. On the 
other hand, in rich lowland 
country at least, fox populations 


can absorb high and variable 
levels of mortality without 
changes in overall fox numbers 
because increases in mortality 
are compensated by increases in 
litter size. 

This is one reason why 
attempts to control the fox are 
often so unrewarding. Lord and 
other researchers have shown 
that in rich lowland country with 
a mosaic of habitats and good 
food and cover, hunters or trap¬ 
pers can kill up to 70 per cent of 
all the resident foxes in an area 
every year without having any 
effect on the number of foxes in 
the area from year to year. In 
areas with a simple habitat struc¬ 
ture and/or poor food supply, for 
instance mountain areas or 
arable lowland, a 50-70 per cent 
kill of resident foxes w ill serve to 
depress fox numbers below the 
possible carrying capacity of the 
habitat. 

This does not, how-ever. mean 
that a 70 per cent kill of resident 
foxes is useless as a means of con¬ 
trolling foxes in optimum fox 
country. A 70 percent kill has no 
effect on fox numbers from year 
to year but. applied at the right 
time of year, it can serve substan¬ 
tially to depress fox numbers 
during a critical period, in the life 
cycle of game birds, for example 
(see Lloyd. The Red Fox, 1978). 

Intensive control 

In areas of uniform land use 
with little cover it is, of course, 
possible to kill 50-100 per cent of 
all the foxes in an area every year. 
Most authorities agree that 
intensive shooting or trapping 
would soon force the fox towards 
extinction in certain counties, 
such as Wiltshire and Leicester¬ 
shire, dominated by large-scale 
arable agriculture. 

But because fox populations 
are so elastic, it is difficult to 
eliminate them from mountain 
country where cover is abundant. 
And it would be almost imposs¬ 
ible to eliminate them or 
seriously depress their numbers 
in optimum fox country. 

Over the past 30 years millions 
of foxes have been trapped, shot 
and gassed in Australia. But the 
fox — introduced from Britain 
during the nineteenth century — 
has extended its range and 
increased in numbers despite one 
of the most systematic control 
programmes ever undertaken. 

Andrew Allen 





Clydeside Hunt Saboteurs Meeting 14th November 1989. 


1. Xmas Bazaar - to be held on 2nd December at Paisley Town Hall. 
Friday 24th - pricing and cleaning bric-a-brac etc. at Rhonas. 

2. S.H.S.A. a) Bi-monthly newsheet to be produced with group news, 
events etc. 

b) Joint hit Sat. 18th Nov. at Eglington. Meeting in Ayr tonight 
to form new group. 

c) Lochaber Fox Destruction Pack (near Fort William) possibility 
for next joint hit. 

d) Next meeting 10th Dec. 1.30pm at Kennj%. 

3. H.S.A. an E.G.M. is being held on Sun. 26th ftov. 

4. Benifit gig for hunt sabs on 29th Dec.at Glasgow Tech. £.100 
may be needed for costs to be paid back out of profits. 

5. Another disco is to be organised in Paisley. 
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CLYDESIDE HUNT SABOTEURS - MINUTES OF MEETING OK TUESDAY 12 th SEPTEMBER 1?8g_. 


1. 12th AUGUST Report given of Clydeside and Edinburghs joint hit with Carlisle, 
Newcastle and Sunderland in Cumbria. 

2. CUBBING Car went out on Saturday, 9th Sept, and the hunt were out. Arrangements 
for this Saturday, 16th Sept. Meet at Kenny's at 4.30am. 

There were no drivers available for Tuesday. 

3. pisCO in aid of hunt sabs, to be held on 23rd September at The Club House, Paisley. 

4. RAFFLE still looking for prizes to be donated rather than give money as a prize. 
Various places suggested to ask for prizes - Body Shop, Vegetarian Indian, Vegan 
Bed & Breakfast, Health Shops. So far we have a bottle of organic wine from Basils. 

5 . JUMBLE SALE Booked for Paisley Town Hall in December. 

AfeVAN is to have back brake fixed and benches fitted inside then used for cubbing, 
since it is taxed and M.O.T. but insurance will need to be changed. 

C.B.'s Find out who has them. 

7. S.H.S.A. meeting arranged for Sunday 8 th October in Edinburgh. 

8 . FUNDRAISING Xmas cards to be sold through mail order forms. To be inserted into the 
next Animal Concern News and hopefully HOWL (waiting for a reply)• 

Badges should be ready soon. 

9# NORTHUMBERLAND BEAGLING FESTIVAL starts 6 ii the 18th September for two weeks. Sarali to 
find out if Edinburgh are going and if there is space for people from Glasgow, if not 
then take cars down from Glasgow over the September weekend. 


0. Next meeting - Renfield Church Centre on Tuesday 10th October. 


ms 


asgow Against McDonalds meeting on Thursday 21st September in the Renfield Church Centre. 
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Lanarkshire and Renfrewshire Tel. Bridge of Weir 612022 

Lauderdale : Trabroun Lauder Tel. Lauder 205 

Liddesdale : Twislehope Hermitage Hawick Tel. Steelerd.272 

LNS : Threemiletown, Linlithgow Tel. Philipstoun 4200 

Wigtonshire : Culhorn, Stranaer Tel.Lochans 335 

Berwickshire : Brieryhill Dons Tel. Duns 83241 * 

Coldstream - Lammermuir Hills 

liluke o Buccleuch's : St Boswells Tel. St Boswells 23758 
Selkirk ± Berwickshire 

Dumfriesshire : Glenholm, Lockerbie Tel. Kettleholm 207 
Eglinton : Earlston Kilmarnock Tel. Kilmarnock 25428 
Fife : Hariswynd ,Leres Tel. o33482-232 
Grampian : At masters 

Jedforest : Abbotruie Bonchester Bridge Tel. Bonchester Bridge 277 
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THE CALL of a huntsman’s 
horn and the speaking of 
foxhounds can often be 
heard from the hills around 
the Lochaber and Sun art 
district. But there is never 
any thundering of horse 
hoofs. 

The Lochaber and Sunart 
Foxhounds is one of Scotland’s 
three footpacks, and its hunts¬ 
man, Rov Newton, Lochuisge, 
KingairL :h, says his task is no 
sport. 

For eight months of the year, 
and especially at lambing time, 
Roy and his hounds are likely 
to be up and out on the hills at 
4.30 a.m. By dusk they will 
have covered some of the most 
rugged uplands of the West 
Coast in search of a fox. 

Over the past 18 years, the 
pack has helped to control the 
vermin problem in 13 districts, 
ranging from Arisaig to 
Kinlochleven. In April, Roy’s 
hounds had already killed 
between 60 to 80 adult foxes 
and about 20 cubs for the 
season. 

"People absolutely hate the 
fox in this part of the world,” 
said Roy, who is originally 
from Yorkshire. “A fox can 
kill a sheep — 1 didn’t believe 
that until 1 came here. 

“If people think it is cruel, 
they should come here at 
lambing time when the foxes 
are pestering lambs and see 
how cruel that is for them. 

“The lambing season is what 
it is all about. The farmers 


Riareriingj a foxliound pack Is all work 
ansi no play 
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around here are good. They 
will only call us out if they are 
losing lambs — it’s a worrying 
time for them. 

"When I first came here 10 
years ago, we were getting two 
to three foxes a day and most of 
them were old. There is still a 
problem and some areas, such 
as Appin, are bad. But we can’t 
do if all, there is only so much 
you pan manage." 

The rough terrain can make 
the going very difficult for the 
hounds. Roy prefers using the 
Fell type of dog from the Lake 
District. Being lighter, he 
reckons they are the only ones 
suited for the job. 

Pointing to a cairn 2000ft up 
Bheinn Keil, Ardgour, where 
the fox had run aground on the 
day I was following, Roy said: 
“Bigger hounds wouldn’t run 
up that hill. Also in this area, 
they have to be very 
independent. 

“My hounds have to work on 
their own initiative and they 
must have the right 
temperament for that. The 
good thing about the Fells is 
their instinct — they have to 
know how to find their way 
home.’’ 

However, some of Roy’s 
hounds don’t make their way 
back. On one occasion he lost a 
hound for three months, and 
on another, a rescue team had 
to blast away rocks in an 


attempt to save five dogs stuck 
in a rockface. That time they 
were only able to rescue one 
hound. This season has been a 
bad one because several of his 
hounds drowned. 

“That’s the only thing I ev#r 
get fed up with — losing the 
hounds. It can be really hard 
for them. The country is great, 
but it’s tough, and it’s the older 
hounds which cope better,” 
said Roy, who either breeds his 
own dogs or is given them. 

The hounds are kept at 
Kingairloch all year round and 
when Roy isn’t busy hunting he 
works as a ghillie on the estate. 
It’s a job he wouldn’t swop for 
anything. 

“It’s not so much a job as a 
way of life. I never have any 
bother motivating myself, for 
this is the best place in the 
world to be," said Roy, who 
worked nightshift as a 
mechanic and hunted during 
the day before he came to 
Scotland. 

“You can mechanic on your 
own, but you can’t hunt on 
your own. It’s no sport trying to 
get to the top of the cairn at 
Ardgour, it’s a job. I love it up 
here, just as long as I am left to 
get on with it in peace,” he 


said. 

The Lochaber pack is never 
bothered with protestors. And 
if it ever was, the chances are 
they wouldn’t be able to keep 
up with the pace. 


Top right — Roy Newton has 
something to show for his hard 
work at the end of the day. 


Centre right — High In the hills 
with spectacular scenery 
looking down to Ardgair and 
the Lochaber area. 


Bottom right — Roy calls his 
hounds. Due to the nature of 
the country, the hounds have to 
rely on their own initiative and 
Roy trains them to find their 
own way borne. 

Bottom left — Followers join 
the pack on foot. Everyone 
helps each other to tackle the 
vermin problem. 
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CLYDESIDE HUNT SABOTEURS 


Minutes of meeting held on January 11th 1989 at the Renfield Centre. 

Start 7•45pm. 

1. Funds and Fundraising. 

Present situation is that there are no funds left and the loan given to buy the van needs 
to be repaid. Discussion about various fund raising activities 

a) Possibility of a stall at the Queen Margaret Union on Wednesdays, Alan to find out 
about costs etc. 

b) Sponsored walk organised for Sunday 22nd January at Pollok Estate for a distance of 
10 miles, Julia to arrange sponsor sheets. Meet at Haggs Golf Club at 12pm on the 22nd. 

c) Saturday 21st January Greenpeace Street collection in Paisley some sabs to stay in 
Pigfeley to take part in collection. 

d^ft.berdeen group is meant to be sending money to Clydeside Hunt Sabs. 

e) Ronnie to find out about liscence for stall,street collections during summer and 
possibly organise pub collection. 

f) Road clean up, idea for future f^jndraiser. 

The van needs to be repaired, as the money that was borrowed to buy van needs to be 
repayed it was decided to have the van mended then to sell it. Alans' brother will look 
ajg^an some time in the next few days. 

2. Tuesdays/Thursdays 

The mid-week meet seems to have been changed from Tuesday to Thursday. Elbie will see 
about a driver for Thursdays and hire a car. 

3.Strathclyde Hunt Sabs 

Strathclyde group are currently saving up to buy a van then plan to sab the Eglington 
hunt and fishing. They have a meeting on Sunday 11th January 1.30pm Ingram Street. 

4. Tactics & Legalities 

Some time was spent discussing the present sabbing situation and the point was made 
t^^ there should be more communication between sabs and new members. 

also decided to try and make more profitable use of the time spent in the van 
ie. to discuss the days tactics. 

Legalities, let new people know how to act in situations involving the police. 

5. A.O.C.B. 

Leafleting at S.E.C. against circus on Friday at 6.30pm. 
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N0.1 CLYDESIDE HUNT SABOTEURS NEWSLETTER 


MAY 1988 


MI2RJTES FROM APRIL MEETING 

1. SELF DEFENCE - Tayside HSA are organising a weekend long self defence 
training course. It has been suggested that Clydeside Hunt Sabs attend 
as well - hopefully cars and mini-buses will be provided. 

John and Gerry are going to start attending self defence clases in Glasgow. 

% 

Anyone else interested ? * 

2. FLAG DAY / DISCO IN PAISLEY - The recent flagday at Paisley raised £130 for 
Paisley HSA, however the Greenpeace / HSA disco only managed to raise £15. 

3. GLASGOW FLAG DAY - No news yet. 

4. ANTI-FDR DM0 - Cancelled due to lack of people. 

_ o 0 o _ 


MAY MEETING AGENDA 

1. FUNDS & FUND RAISING 

a) All debts have now been paid. 

b) Strathclyde HSA are holding stalls on Saturdays at Argyle Street and 
Buchanan Street - more help needed. 

c) Jumble Sale is hopefully happening in June/July - Julia is to start 
organising hall, and needs help l 

d) There is to be a flag week in Paisley from 30th May - 3rd June along 
with a door to door collection. If you want to help phone Gerry (887 0438). 

e) People have expressed interest in busking - see John or David. 

2. PRIZE DRAW 

John won £3.00 in prize draw. Clydeside HSA gained £4.00. The more money 
collected for the prize draw, the bigger the prize money and the more money 
gained for Clydeside HSA. 

3. COURT CASES 

Two trouble makers from the L & S Hunt have been fined £300 and £100 for 
threatening behaviour and damage to a car. 

4. STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL 

John still waiting for a reply from them concerning why they have not stopped 
hunting on council land. It has been thought that they are allowing hunting on 
the land because they want to keep in with the landowners and farmers so that 
a Regional Park can be set up in Renfrewshire. A sub-committee has been set up 
to deal with this problem - anyone interested see John. A meeting with the 
Regional Council has been suggested. 

( 1 ) 











5. A.O.C.B. 

None 


0O0 


* NEXT MEETING - Tuesday 14th June 7«30P m a t Henfield Church Centre, Bath Street. 

* Does anyone want to take over from David in organising the prize draw ? 

* Strathclyde HSA also have a stall license for Tuesday's and Thursday's but so 

far have not used it. Is anyone free and able to take the stall out on these days. 

fe ANYONE WISHING TO CONTRIBUTE AND EXPAND THIS NEWSLETTER SEE DAVID (534 2304) - 
WE HOPE TO MAKE THIS A REGULAR MONTHLY FEATURE. 
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CLYDESIDE HUNT SABOTEURS NEWSLETTER 
AUGUST '88. 


UPDATE. 

1. Strathclyde Regional Council. 

We now know that the S.R.C. are planning to establish a country park in the 
Muirshield area of Renfrewshire. As the Council has not yet officially banned 
hunting with hounds on their land^we are hoping to collect as many signatures 
as possible on a petition by October,when a public enquiry will be held on the 
country park issue. The petition will be handed in to the Council at the start 
of October along with a publicity stunt. 

2. Prize Draw. 

Someone is still needled to take over the running of this draw. 

3. Jumble Sale. 

The jumble sale is booked for Maryhill Town Half* on August 20th. We still need 
volunteers to help on the day as well as jumble, transport etc. If you can help 
please write to the P.0. Box with a phone number to contact you. 

4. Buskers. 

We are hoping to plan another 'Buskers Against Bloodsports' day in Glasgow town 
centre. Anyone who can contribute please get in touch. 

5. Sponsorship. 

It has been suggested that the larger animal societies be approached to see if 
they would consider sponsoring a minibus (daily hire approx. £30). The wording 
of this letter is being prepared. 

It has also been suggested that any hunt saboteur who cannot make the actual 
'sabs' could perhaps sponsor an individual saboteur that can make the hunts. 

6. Strathclyde Hunt Saboteurs still need help on Saturdays at their city centre 
stalls. 

7. We are looking for design ideas and materials for a Clydeside Hunt Saboteurs 
banner. 

8. We are planning to sabotage one of the grouse shoots on the 'Glorious 12th'. 
Although we cannot divulge the location of the shoot, we need at least 30 
people to make this effective. 

9. A.G.M. Report. 

The A.G.M. in London was attended by few people north of the border. The 
iinotion to regionalise the committee was rejected. We hope to try again next 
year. 

10. Our meetings are still held on the second tuesday of every month at the 
Renfield Church Centre, Bath st. at 7.30 pm. 

Anyone wishing to contribute to the newsletter please send articles to the 
P.0. Box 307, Glasgow G52. 


FEATURE A NEW APPROACH. 

For the past eight years now the Glasgow H.S. groups have concentrated most of their 
activities against the Lanarkshire and Renfrewshire Foxhunt. We have operated on a 
shoestring budget but have, in the past two seasons, made it impossible for this hunt 
to terrorise and kill foxes, mainly through sheer numbers of saboteurs present. 

However, this hunt obstinately continues in its efforts to hunt wildlife and refuses 
to accept the inevitable and give it up. 

Our lack of financial resources has meant that up untill now we have had to concentrate 
on simply getting as many 'sabs' as possible out to the hunt. This is fine for rescuing 
wild animals on the day but does little to bring about a long term strategy to ensure 
their safety in the future. We, therefore, need a new approach this coming season to 
put the final nails in the 'L & R's' coffin. 

Firstly, we need funds to re-organise transport for the sixty plus sabs we have to 

p.t.o. 







bring about a situation where these people can be better deployed, not to mention 
equipped and trained in tactics. (Any active sab will know what I mean here). 

Secondly we need finances to enable an effective local campaign to get under way: 
leaflets produced and distributed in the hunting areas, councillors must be made 
aware of the truth regarding foxhunting, farmers and landowners must know where to 
get legal help to end hunt intrusion etc. etc. 

In the past years it has fallen to a small number of people to-raise the-money 
needed to see us through the hunting season. To help this new initiative we would 
like to see more people raising money on whatever scale they are able to in their 
area. 

There are many ways of raising funds; flag days, street stalls, jumble sales, ceilidhs, 
discos, concerts etc. It can be fun and is only limited by the imagination. 

We are at present preparing a fund raising guide to help with this and those of us 
experience would be more than willing to advise or help any such venture. 

If you feel you could help us please write to the P.0. Box for further informatic^^ 

CLYDESIDE HUNT SABOTEURS, 

P.0. BOX 307, 

Glasgow G52. 


ERROR, Update item 3. 

The venue for the jumble sale is Maryhill Community Centre. 





COURT O'* 


Hew to get off a charge using the right Icing.iage. 
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A D«von sab who works in the Crown Court and has listened to the proceedings 
against several hunt saboteurs in the last few years has pointed out that on 
:,ary occasions sabs are convicted even before the evidence is heard simply 
because both the/ aid their defence solidtors/barriseers accept the laop.uare 
used by the Prosecution (Persecution). 

Tor i;dance the persecution may say that the accused, wearing a ccmbat jacket 
and balaclava and carrying a stick, "chased" a hunt across a field. It might 
be suggested that the accused is a "leader” in the group and if the accused 
denies any of the dicyptd- forward by the Prosecution, the Prosecution 
may use sarcasm to ru;:.g-;ut that the accused'. is not being truthful*. 

It .is important in airy case tMat aid. selective language is us x : c reined by tine 
defendant, particularly in a Jury^triai, A Jury* Is often i.tCiuenced mere by what 
they think about the defendant than they are by the evidence. 

Thus the Devon sab has chosen a few words regularly usc-d in sab court cases here 
in Devon and nas suggested how thSy should be treated in court by the defendant. 


You 


jut: 


WM 


.tit or hunt, follower. Pick 


J is important that you do not ad-nit to chasing r 
up on any such suggestion, state that sabs do . t chase a hurt, they "follow" 
or " ;eep up with" the hunt. The word "char suggests air aggressive pursuit. 

You were wearing a "&UACLAVA": 




Thiese are undoubtedly associated in the minds of ail resoectable people with 
la.; breaking and terrorism. It is not, however, illegal to wear cne.Tell the 
court that you wear one not to intimidate hunt people but to hide your identity. 
Hunt supporters often take photographs of sabs for filing and then use them to 
fra>:,3 sabs on another occasion. They are also used to isolate aid identify 
regular sabs who might later be targeted for a "spot of bother". 

You were also wearing a military "COMBAT JACKET": 

; ' ' ' . . *. 

Again the use of this term is meant to imply that you were engaged in something 
aggressive and sinister. Point out ths»t many ceople including walkers, anglers, 

• naturalists and birdwatchers ,,ear these garments because they are tough, warm 
and r durable you wear them for the sane reasons. You need their large numerous 
Dockets and their dull colouration to save lives. Do not use this term, insist 
that they are called canoflage jackets. 

You are an "ORGAIilSER/LEADEP.": 


The 

and 

not 

you 


•'it 
• who 


use of those words ty people in court discloses the beaurocratio, military 
authoritan sides of their own characters. They cannot believe that we are 
like them. To be an organiser cr l.ader men is that in the eyes of the law 
are tne c ;e of. the trouble and ycu ai'e the me to got. 

od w< • to answer the suggestion that you arc ?• . : ;.aniser/‘leader’is to say: 
you rell me your definition of the v/ord orgunser/Icac!er, I wii* tell you 
- or I, or anyone else in our group fits h no tiiat category". 
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DISRUPT TEE HUNT; 

It is important to refute this statement and allways assert that you were there 
to protect wild animals. 

INTERFERE WITH THE RIDERS; 

It is not the riders who kill the fox, it is the hounds and that is all we are 
concerned with. We try to keep away from the riders at all times as they have 
been known to be violent and it does nothing to help the fox, to be near them. 

PREVENT THE HUNTSMAN FROM DOING HIS JOB; 

We do no more than the huntsman himself does. Just as he use's his horn and voice 
to hunt the hounds, we use exactly the same technique to rescue the fox. If it is 
the huntsman's job to give his supporters a good days riding I don't see how we 
prevent that, if it is his job*to Jp.ll wild animals for sport then surely we have 
a right to attempt to protect those animals. 

in ( In many cases we can assist the riders enjoyment of their day, though they 
•nay not know it, by laying false trails that can provide a pleasant gallop). 
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CLYDESIDE HUNT SABOTEURS 


Everyone has heard of fox-hunting with dogs but few people realise that this so 
called sport takes place only a few miles outside Glasgow. One group of people 
that know and see all that goes on in our countryside are the Clydeside Hunt 
Saboteurs. 

The Clydeside Hunt Saboteurs are a Glasgow based group who actively try to prevent 

the killing of foxes - in particular those foxes that are hunted by the Lanark and 

*> 

Renfrewshire Foxhunt. The saboteurs go out everytime the hunt go out, which is 
twice a week (Tuesday and Saturday) from November to March. 

The methods used by the saboteurs to prevent a kill are varied but successful. This 
year in the case of the Lanark and Renfrewshire hunt, they only killed two foxes 
(and this was on days when the hunt saboteurs were not present). 

The hunt saboteurs do not believe in violence and so never cause any harm to the 
riders, horses or hounds. They disrupt the hunt by imitating the huntsmans voice 
or horn calls so that the hounds come to the saboteurs instead of chasing the scent 
of the fox. This is usually enough to stop the hunt but if this fails and the hunt 
reaches it's final and most horrible end, when the fox has been chased to exhaustion 
and taken refuge in it's earth then the most ugly part of hunting takes place. Men 
with spades (the terrier men) will send a small terrier dog down into the earth and 
then dig down where they hear barking (this will be where the fox is). If they 
reach the fox it will be killed by one of several methods - by crushing it's skull 
with a spade, shooting it or throwing it whilst still alive to the hounds. If the 
hunt has reached the 'digging out' stage then all is not lost for the fox, the 
saboteurs block the entrance to the earth with their bodies and sit all around it so 
that the terriermen cannot reach the frightened animal. When this happens it is 
usually a matter of who can sit it out for the longest - this year the saboteurs were 
successful - twice the hunt reached this point but eventually after several hours the 
hunt decided reluctantly to leave because they could not move the hunt saboteurs who 
were prepared to stay at the earth all night if necessary. 

The saboteurs hope that one day this cruel and unnecessary 'sport' will be made . 







.... illegal by the government hut until that time they believe that the only way 
to stop the killing is by going out into the fields and physically preventing the 
hunt from hunting. 

The Clydeside Hunt Saboteurs do not disappear during the summer months - they are 
kept busy raising money. Last summer the saboteurs were involved in several sponsored 
events such as a river clean up in Paisley and a Kingfisher Watch, there were also 
jumble sales, street collections and street theatre in Glasgow City Centre. 





TK£ fcActotocJc sttXsL- f/ctegous ur&c&n uyjcui/tz C/rvu^o 


Two different threats to the fox are highlighted on the following 
pages. The Clydeside Hunt Saboteurs tell a familiar story below, but Steve 
Edwards, Head Ranger at Pollok Country Park, details another disturbing 
tale of persecution. 

CLYDESIDE HUNT SABOTEURS 


Everyone has heard of fox-hunting with dogs but few people realise that this so called sport 
takes place only a few miles outside Glasgow. One group of people that know and see all that goes 
on m our countryside is the Clydeside Hunt Saboteurs. 

The Clydeside Hunt Saboteurs are a Glasgow-based group who actively try to prevent the 
killing of foxes - in particular those foxes that are hunted by the Lanark and Renfrewshire Foxhunt. 
The saboteurs go out every time the hunt go out, which is twice a week (Tuesdav and Saturdav) from 
November to March. 


The methods used by the saboteurs to prevent a kill are varied but successful. This year in the 
case of the Lanark and Renfrewshire hunt, they only killed two foxes (and this was on the days when 
the hunt saboteurs were not present). 

The hunt saboteurs do not believe in violence and so never cause any harm to the riders, horses 
or hounds. They disrupt the hunt by imitating the huntsman's voice or hom calls so that the hounds 
come to the saboteurs instead of chasing the scent of the fox. This is usually enough to stop the hunt 
but if this fails and the hunt reaches its final and most horrible end, when the fox has been chased to 
exhaustion and then taken refuge in its earth then the most ugly pan of the hunting takes place. 


Men with spades (the terrier men) will 
send a small terrier down into the earth and 
then dig down where they hear barking (this 
will be where the fox is). If they reach the fox 
it will be killed by one of several methods - by 
crushing its skull with a spade, shooting it or 
throwing it whilst still alive to the hounds. If 
the hunt has reached the "digging out" stage 
then all is not lost for the fox, the saboteurs 
block the entrance to the earth with their 
W bodies and sit around it so that the terriermen 
cannot reach the frightened animal. When this 
A happens it is usually a matter of who can sit it 
w out for the longest - this year the saboteurs 
were successful - twice the hunt reached this 
point but eventually after several hours the 
hunt decided reluctantly to leave because they 
could not move the hunt saboteurs who were 
prepared to stay at the earth all night if 
necessary. 




The saboteurs hope that one day this cruel and unnecessary "sport" will be made illegal by the 
government but until that time they believe that the only way to stop the killing is by going out into 
the fields and physically preventing the hunt from hunting. 


The Clydeside Hunt Saboteurs do not disappear during the summer months - they are kept busy 
raising money. Last summer the saboteurs were involved in several sponsored events such as a river 
clean up in Paisley and a Kingfisher Watch. There were also jumble sales, street collections and 
street theatre in Glasgow City Centre. 


If you wish to join and/or support Clydeside Hunt Saboteurs, please contact us at: 
Clydeside Hunt Saboteurs, 

PO Box 307 
Glasgow. 
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HARD TIMES FOR AN URBAN FOX? 


r . , n S C ( ? n ? aS n ° grea f sur P rise t0 hear that a fox has been active on the Glasgow 
Garden Festival site ever since construction began. It was a bonus to leam that it has 

zzsssss ssssr at 0or WuIlie ' s WMife Garden but ’ there 

• • F w eS i av u e P r ° b f b jy ^en using the Princes’s Dock site for longer than people 

they lurked around the area even in the days when ships were loading 
d unloading there. They could have fed on rodents, small birds and any scraps left ~ 
bang around. They would not necessarily have needed any where to dig their earths 
rmrnKp 6 1Can bu |! din g s » sheds or anywhere concealed and drv. For a 

ISShS f y ? rS ^ ? eir de f cline ’ GIa sgow’f docklands must have represented a 
relatively undisturbed haven for any foxes looking to spread up river into the city 


*J? days th *T e wo P ? bably few of Glasgow without foxes. I have seen 

the KiiimnRSl 011 M8 r throu |. h city ’ one even on the southern approaches to 
the Kingston Bridge. Scientific studies have confirmed road accidents to be the 

Parkin h e a S Hi CaUSe for ^ foxes - 1 have seen one animal in Pollok Country 

lenerthv m ltS r ? r . 1 * gs ? at ft could bareIy wa *- In spite of their now' 

of o^Jsing roads “ S 311(1 Cm6S ’ f ° XeS d ° n0t Seem able t0 learn about the dan § ers 


that for around ^ the win£ er Often leaves me with the impression 

that for every fox there is in the city there are at least ten stories about them TV 

r° a mUCh 8163161 a ^, areness of urban foxes. As a result people are 
f ) * C firS J Ume in P ms of Glas gow where they have probablv had P 
established populations for several years. Beforehand, the swift, surreptitious shadowv 
f 1 st y ° U at ±e Cashlme machine might have been dismissed as a local ' 

• °? fehner ? ovei ? en « and small size of foxes often surprises people. The 

3 f ° X g bm P sed at ni ght ^ its bushy tail sticking 
out behind it like an outsized bottle brush. 6 


j Mention foxes t0 many children (and adults) and they ask, "Are they not 

0 ^qu«do„s relate to the potential treat that foxes ate see/to^se to 
6a S 1116 sc T ie u ntlsts studying urban foxes have discovered that they tend to 
avoid domestic cats. I have witnessed only one encounter between a fox and a cat I 
InJrX 8 K 0n car one evening, lying on the ground underneath it. A fox 
2^ ed on , tbe ° ther S1 de of the road. It was walking up the pavement, quite 

^possibility of people still being around. It then staned investigating 
Anh each hOUS6 in T turn ’ P° sslbly iooking for an interesting and unsealed “ 
theti m *5® Sam , 6 °£l e “ 1 noticed the fox from my effective but uncomfortable hide 
£vi2n baC f Cat ds o became aware of it. This creature has been on the wet end of 
several jugs of water because of its persistent bird killing attempts in my garden but 
apparently, cannot kick the hunting habit. It staned to stalk the fox, hiding behind 
hedges or any other cover when the fox went up each driveway. Eventually the cat 
S hit T d thC tK p^ at f a n ° longer !t suddenly ^shed up behind the fox and leapt on 
hen T in 1 n f Ver kn6W f0xes COuld T so fast! If this was a typical cat-fox interaction, 
then I cannot imagine many poor little moggies being snaffled by ferocious foxes 
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CUBHUNTING TACTICS 


CHRIS THIS HAS TO BE BASIC AS IT IT IMPOSSIBLE TO GO INTO DETAIL WITHOUT 
FULL AND COMPLEXED EXPLANATIONS .PLEASE TIDY UP AND EDIT, 


ibere are two types of cub hunt and each has to be dealt with differently 
EARLY MORNING TRAINING TO FIND. y ' 

Inis is the first part of cubhunting and starts in august,to September and 
normally begins very early in the morning 

The principle aim is to teach the younger hounds the art of entering a wood 
or a covert and fully search it until they find a fox,It is necersarry at 
this point for the young hounds to experience a kill within the wood or 
covert to maintain there enthusiasm in thorougly searching the covert for 
the rest of there hunting carrer.The bounds will be entered into a wood and 
encouraged to physically cover every inch*of the area until they literaly 
stand on the fox and get it moving.The fox is then detered from leaving the 
wood or covert by riders or foot followers surrounding the wood and making 
noise sufficient enough only for the fox not to venture past.the fox or in 
most cases cub will stay in the wood and will either run to ground and be 
dug up 

and bolted or chopped by the pack in the wood.A perfect early morning 
cubhunt would result in a cub being killed by the pack in the wood after a 
run around. 

TO SAB 

This is always going to be the hardest of all foxhunts to sab but the basic 
rules are the most simplist If by luck you know beforehand where the hunt 
are going to go you should always pre beat the wood before the hunt 
arrive.Starting from the edge of the wood working with the wind right 
through and out the other side staying in a straight as line as possible 
and creating minimal noise.This has dual effect, firstly it scaters some of 
the foxes out of the woods and sends some running to earth before the hunt 
arrive and secondly it makes the foxes and cubs alert which refuse to budge 
■this could be the difference for them of life or death.A sleeping or 
resting fox suddenly awoken by a pack of hounds initially runs until it has 
gathered its full senses,This initial run could give itself away and become 
an easy target. 

Laying alternative drag lines through the cover would be by far the best 
pre meet activity,hopefully forcing hounds to follow the false stronger 
scent,al1ways run the lines a long distance beyond the edge of the wood. 

The other thing to do before the hunt go out is to put large amount of 
people outside the kennels even if you know were they are going.It is 
essential for the pack of hounds to obtain maximum-concentration if they 
ar= to become effective killers During this stage.A huntsmen will quite 
oiten rather not go out than risk his pre season training being destroyed 
which can have a long lasting bad effect on his pack. 

During the meet 

hn " nf1 s are being taught to investigate every blade of grass 
the hounds will INITIALLY flush the fox or cub rather then scent it 
out,this gives you the oppurtunity to impose your own scent line to be 
followed.The aim of the sab is simple ,you must force the hounds out and 
away from the wood in which they are hunting,the wood will be lined with 
supporters trying to keep the fox in and you must be well aware that by 
creating noise outside the wood will also result in you blocking of the 
foxes escape. 









The hunt will not want the pack chasing a fox in the open at this tine and 
will do anything possible to call them back,By stopping a pack leaving the 
wood you help the hunt tremendously At this stage a running pack is 
simplicity itself in sabbing using conventional sab tactics. 

Valking into the wood must be done with extreme care do not venture from 
well troden paths and try to restrict yourslef to one person using voice 
call or limited horn calls.if you venture into the undergrowth you possible 
become another hound in setting up a fox.Sabbing from poutside the wood is 
probally best unless you have large amount of numbers who can swamp a hunt 
and literrly hold a pack. Do not all spread about calling along one side of 
the wood as you act as an effective barrier to help the hounds ,Calling 
hounds from where the huntsmen entered the pack initially is in general the 
safest place but with extreme caution and common sense the corners of a 
wood are good places to call a pack from. You will find that hounds respond 
more readilly to horn and voice calls at this time of year as they are 
still training and once you have gained a few hounds take them as far away 
from the wood as is possible by running with them away,Do not be contend 
Just to call the pack and leave it at that.Small compact groups 
strategically placed around the outside of the woods and not forming 
barriers with one person using there horn or voice only to call the hounds 
results in the pack leaving the wood at all directions.IF you cause riders 
to come after you to get the hounds pack you have created a hole in the 
barrier to stop the fox leaving the wood, and has such may well have given 
oppurtunity for a fox to escape. 

LEARNING TO CHASE 

Once a hunt has taught its hounds to seek it quarry in the woods it must 
now train them to chase,This i6 cone mainly through October and at mere 
sensible hours ie 0800 or 0900 ,You can tell with your pack when they have 
changed as they will no longer ring the woods and the hunt takes on its 
more normal apperence.To sabotage this is exactly the same as per our 
tactics booklet as for all intensive purposses this is a normal, 

A few points should be considered however. 

Firstly the hounds are not as sharp and therefore take a little longer in 
there kill time.Secondly the new hounds are very responsive to horn calls 
as they have not had time to pick up the difference in technique from one 
horn caller to another and thirdly and most importantly it is still a 
training time for the pack .this can be used to our advantage for longer 
time gains.The huntsmen will be training his pack to run together on a line 
an respond to calls fast,To get them to accept his calls he must provide 
them with kills quite often when calling them (REWARDS) . 

If you call the hounds to you continuosly eventually they will not bother 
coining to any call as to them it is a waste of time. This means that during 

the regular season when a supporter sees a fox and the huntsmen trys to 
call his hounds over their response time will be that much slower allowing 
the fox greater chanch to escape. 

Although continual calling during a regular foxhunt eventually hinders you 
more that the huntsmen .During this training period the more you call the 
hounds and get them in an unresponsive mood tyhe worst the season will be 
for the hunt. 


These tactics are very basic and are designed only to give you an insight 
to the workings of cubhunting and general do,s and dont.s if you group 
would like futher information on all aspects of sabbing please iramediatly 
contact headquaters and .we will arrange for a tactics discussion within 30 
days at one of your groups meetings. 
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Clydeside Hunt Saboteurs 
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EAST GLASGOW 

NEWS 


Delivered FREE throughout GLASGOW to over 100,000 readers in houses, shops and businesses *1 


A BLOODY 
DISGRACE! 


Pursuing these small animals on horseback w... 
a pack of hounds is what some consider to be 



If you thought that the horrific cruelty to defenceless animals was con¬ 
fined to the Home Counties think aqaint The Lanarkshire and 
Renfrewshire Foxhounds - operating from Houston in Renfrewshire - a 
20 minute drive from Glasgow - will be out for blood (sport?) between 
November ’88 - March ’89. 

After recent incidents where anti-blood sport demonstrators were appalled to wit¬ 
ness foxes being torn to shreds and then the hunts people laughingly daubing new hunters faces 
with blood (a barbaric ritual), some action must be taken. After incidents like the above can we 
call ourselves part of a civilised society? 

Last year four men routed a fox from its earth using terriers. This procedure is commonly used by hunts 
to ‘bolt’ foxes after they have gone to ground. In this case one man carried the fox to his van where it was 
found by a local woman who had heard the fox’s screams. The fox was in great pain and later had to be 
destroyed. Injuries 
to the fox included: 
hind quarters and 
anal tract ripped 
open and bleeding 
badly, deep cuts to 
the stomach, neck 
and throat, cuts 
and grazes to back 
legs, injuries to 
front legs and testi¬ 
cles ripped off. 


fNEW SIRTAJt 

India East End W 


OPENS SUNDAY 6TH NOVEMBER 

watch this space for opening offers 


1280/90 TOLLCROSS ROAD 

Tel.: 041778 4069 


TALLY 


HO! 


For details of 
how you can help- 
Actions Against 
Foxhunts - every 
Tuesday/Saturday 
November ’88 until 
March ’89 contact 
Clydeside Hunt 
Saboteurs, P.O. 
Box 307. Glasgow 
G52. 
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SOLICITORS and NOTARIES 


ALL TYPES OF LEGAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 

LEGAL AID SCHEME OPERATED 


1105 TOLLCROSS ROAD, Court Department 
GLASGOW G32 8AH 937 TOLLCROSS ROAD 
Tel. 041-778 3911 GLASGOW G32 8QR 

Tel. 041-778 6694 

51 GARTCRAIG ROAD, 

CARNTYNE, 746 GALLOWGATE 

GLASGOW G33 2NW GLASGOW G40 2PW 

Tel. 041-770 8777 Tel. 041-554 3321 


24 HOUR 

EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBER 
(0698) 887647 
































A column of hunt saboteurs beating a path yesterday through the rain and over Lord Peel’s grouse moors at Gunnerside in Yorkshire. 


Pink-haired hue and cry on the moors 


POLICE declared a state of emergency in 
the unlikely setting of a tiny village in the 
heart of the Yorkshire Dales yesterday. 

In James Herriot country, it was fitting 
that the cause for such an extraordinary 
show of police strength was a local crea¬ 
ture — grouse. For yesterday was the start 
of the grouse-shooting season — The Glo¬ 
rious Twelfth to hunters, The Goriest 
Twelfth to animal rights activists. 

In the drenching rain at Gunnerside, the 
estate of the Earl Peel — great great 
grandson of the father of the police, Sir 
Robert Peel — the hunters and the hunt 
saboteurs met head-on yesterday morning. 

The only thing they had in common was 
their Barbour weatherproof jackets. They 
were a class or two, indeed a world, apart. 
One of the “sabs” commented: “The good 
guys are the ones with the pink hair.” 

The pink-haired ones scored an early 


By Heather Mills 


victory, disrupting the shoot for an entire 
morning and saving — if only temporarily 
— a few hundred of the grouse, colourful, 
secretive ground-nesting birds, which fly 
somewhat reluctantly. 

Secrecy, meticulous planning, two-way 
radios, and pre-dawn drives along minor 
dales road ensured that about 100 sabs, 
some from as far away as Italy and Ger¬ 
many, were in place before the shooters got 
out of bed. 

In a convoy of hired vans, old cars, Jeeps 
and a motorcycle, they drove on to the 
grouse moors past shooting lodges and ho¬ 
tels flanked by the parked top-of-the range 
BMWs and Jaguars of those who felt it 
worth paying anything up to a thousand 
pounds a day for what the fieldsports 


world considers “the cream of summer 
shooting”. 

But the sabs had not bargained for the 
police using special emergency powers to 
prevent a breach of the peace on Peel land. 
Alerted by the head gamekeeper, Brian 
Burrows, 13 police vans and cars arrived 
and implemented a strategy worked out 
with Lord Peel and the hunters. 

In a swift movement, the road off the 
moors was blocked by police trapping most 
of the saboteurs’ vehicles. Others were 
stopped entering the area and the marks¬ 
men were eventually given a police escort 
on a different route up on to the grouse 
moors. 

The police maintained that they were 
taking a neutral stance and were only in¬ 
terested in keeping the peace. 

The saboteurs did not see it that way. Six 
hunters — with their entourage of beaters 


to flush out the birds, loaders to load the 
guns, and others to pick up the birds — 
managed an afternoon shoot. 

Up and down the country, the stoi^ was 
the same. Saboteurs managed to wreck 
some shoots while others went ahead as 
planned. In England and Scotland up to a 
quarter of a million grouse will be flushed 
out of the heather moors and shot out of 
the skies over the next four months. 

An elderly Yorkshireman walking his dog 
went up to the saboteurs to make his feel¬ 
ings plain. 

“There are not many other birds here 
now,” he told them. “They are shooting ev¬ 
erything, even merlins. A peregrine was 
killed just over there about a week ago.” 

Lord Peel waved aside the saboteurs’ 
raid at Gunnerside. It was, he said, “a mild 
inconvenience by misguided idiots”. 

Grouse raids, page 2 
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hospital. 

Armed police later laid siege to a hotel in 
Albert Road and detained a man. But there 
was no sign of Grant. 

Dogs hunt dog 

A DALMATIAN bitch being exercised by 
her owner, Avril Nisbet, 26, of Mid Calder, 
was chased across fields and roads by a 
pack of foxhounds yesterday. 

Avril said last night: “The hounds ignored 
calls from the hunt leaders. One of them got 
hold of Tara, biting her shoulder. It could 
have been a toddler — who couldn’t run 
away.” 
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It may prove to be the most mis¬ 
taken intervention into that coun¬ 
ty since Adolf Hitler 50 years 


Saboteurs blow their horns 
as foxes win moors battle 


FIFTY hunt saboteurs chased 25 
foxhunters and a pack of hounds 
over Renfrewshire moorland yes¬ 
terday. J 

There was a lot of noise, some 
anger, a few confrontations and 
one arrest. There was not a fox to 
be seen. 

The spectacle — something of a 
ritual in recent years — was 
watched by policemen in two cars, 
a small group of hunt supporters 
aim Scotland on Sunday. Opinions 
differed over who won, although 
foxes clearly did all right. 

The first Saturday in November 
is traditionally the opening hunt of 
the season, so the saboteurs had 
planned to be out in force. 


Unfortunately, they did not 
realise that the season started a 
week early this year. Hence the 
first hunt of the Lanarkshire and 
Renfrewshire Foxhounds took 
place last weekend pursued by only 
a handful of saboteurs. 

pn that occasion, one fox was 
killed and, according to the 
saboteurs, three women on their 
first successful bunt were tradi¬ 
tionally blooded — dabbed on the 
cneeksjpitb the fox’s blood. 

As the bunt gathered at Mid 
Gavin Farm near Howwood yes- 
terday morning, the Master, Mr 
Alistair Campbell, reminded the 
hunters of a recently circulated 
memo instructing them not to talk 


to the saboteurs. 

“Their presence in the coun¬ 
tryside is unwelcome,” he said. “I 
just want you to ignore them tot¬ 
ally and pretend they are not 
there.” 

It was not easy advice to follow. 
The saboteurs were constantly on 
the heels of the hunters, blowing 
their own horns and trying to con¬ 
fuse the hounds by shouting 
different commands. 

The saboteurs say they will be 
back every week to try to disrupt 
the hunt, which they regard as 
cruel and barbaric. The hunters are 
equally determined to continue 
what they regard as a traditional 
and humane sport. 


Smoke victim 

GLASGOW woman Mrs Jean 
Dick, 84, was found dead on 
arrival at hospital yesterday after 
being found in her smoke-filled 
tenement fiat at 43 Barmill Road. 
Strathclyde Police said a report 
would be sent to the procurator fis¬ 
cal. 
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Saboteurs claim Glorious Twelfth as victory day 


HUNT saboteurs yesterday 
claimed victory over the guns on 
the Glorious Twelfth — first day 
of the grouse shooting season. 

About 300 campaigners staged 
raids on grouse moors in north¬ 
ern England and southern Scot¬ 
land in an effort to wreck the first 
day’s shooting of red grouse. 

A spokesman for the saboteurs, 
Ben Ponton, said birds were 
driven off Stanhope Moor, Co 
Durham, Gunnerside Moor in 
Wensleydale, North Yorkshire, 
and an area near Muirshell 
Country Park in Renfrewshire, 
Scotland. 

Like any blood sport, grouse 
shooting attracts moral con¬ 
demnation from animal and 
birdlife activists. The Hunt Sabo¬ 
teurs Association calls it the 
“carnage of the moors” and the 
League Against Cruel Sports de- 


By Heather Mills and 
Press Association reports 

scribes it as a “massacre in the 
interests of Britain’s snobbiest 
sport”. 

But the attempts to disrupt 
shooting yesterday were de¬ 
scribed as misguided by the Royal 
Society for the Protection of 
Birds. 

Richard Porter, the society’s 
head of species protection, said 
that if moors were not managed 
for shooting purposes, popula¬ 
tions of red grouse — and several 
other types of bird — would de¬ 
cline. 

Aside from the moral questions 
about shooting, grouse breeding 
raises arguments over ecology 
which leave even the conserva¬ 
tionists in disagreement. Grouse 


shoots take place on heather 
moors specially managed for the 
birds’ breeding. The heather is 
burnt to encourage the young 
shoots that grouse feed on, 
bracken is destroyed and some 
wetter moors are drained. 

Gamekeepers also often de¬ 
stroy the grouse’s natural preda¬ 
tors such as the fox and carrion 
crow. There have ^een many inci¬ 
dents where protected predatory 
species, such as eagles and 
hawks, have been poisoned. 

Ralph Cook, secretary of the 
Hunt Saboteurs Association, says 
man has created a wilderness de¬ 
nuded of most other wildlife in 
order to promote a money-mak¬ 
ing sport. He said that on 
unamanged natural moors such 
as Exmoor and Dartmoor grouse 
live in smaller numbers more 
suited to their territorial natures. 


The League Against Cruel 
Sports has challenged grouse¬ 
shooting apolgists to show that a 
ban on shooting would be any¬ 
thing other than beneficial to 
wildlife generally. 

But this is an argument that 
the apologists are anxious to take 
up. 

The Royal Society for the Pro¬ 
tection of Birds, which remains 
neutral over shooting, maintains 
that the managed heather moors 
provide a unique habitat for 
many species of bird, including 
the rare merlin. 

Mr Porter of the RSPB said 
that without the income gener¬ 
ated from grouse shooting much 
of the country’s 700,000 acres of 
grouse moorland would have 
been given over to sheep farming 
or forestation projects and lost 
forever. “It is an economic truth 


that if there was no grouse shoot¬ 
ing we would see the disappear¬ 
ance of these places,” he added. A 
spokesman for the Nature Con¬ 
servancy Council said that with¬ 
out management the heather 
moors would return to scrubland 
and its unique habitat be lost. 

Sir Anthony Milbank, chair¬ 
man of the Moorland Associa¬ 
tion, added that, without manage¬ 
ment, the moors would sustain 
only a fraction of the wildlife they 
now hold. Most of the money gen¬ 
erated by the grouse shoot is 
ploughed back into maintaining 
the moorland. Sir Anthony, a 
grouse moorland owner and 
farmer, said the grouse season 
also provided employment and 
generated much-needed income 
in remote areas, as tourists trav¬ 
elled from all over the world to 
shoot the birds. 
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By AUSLAN CRAMB 

THE Glorious Twelfth 
dawned wet and grey yes¬ 
terday but the cries of 
“bien tire”, good shot, 
were ringing out over the 
grouse moors well before 
lunch. 

The flavour of grouse 
may remain essentially 
Scottish, but the flavour of 
shooting in Scotland has 
become distinctly con¬ 
tinental. 

The expert shots of 50 
and 60 years ago, the aris¬ 
tocrats and industrialists 
of the day, have largely 
been replaced on the man¬ 
made moors by shooters 
from France, West Ger¬ 
many, the US, and even 
Venezuela. 

On a damp moor in 
southern Scotland yester¬ 
day five Frenchmen and 
their wives set out to test 
reports that it could be a 
bumper year. 

One of the young mem¬ 
bers of the party was 
pregnant paediatrician 
Elisabeth Ducroz, who ex¬ 
pectantly tramped the 
moors beside her husband. 
Last year she walked with* 
the guns when she was five*' 
months pregnant. 

The elder statesman w#s 
74-year-old Jean-Gabriel 
Eriau, former Governor of 
New Caledonia and a for¬ 
mer prefect in France. He 
lost an arm in the last war 
but wields a lightweight 
shotgun with expertise. 

However, the first 
grouse, shortly after 10am, 
was bagged by a 63-year- 
old vet, Guy Ducroz, who 
has been hunting in Scot¬ 
land for the past 20 years. 

Lagopus lagopus scot- 
icus, a native Scottish bird, 


conveniently tends to 
crouch in the heather until 
approached closely. It be¬ 
gins its powerful flight 
with a whirring sound, fol¬ 
lowed by a brief and noisy 
cackling. 

On this occasion the red 
grouse had not yet finished 
its cackling when it was 
brought down. 

An estate manager de¬ 


scribed the modern 
shooters as "the not-so- 
petits bourgeois”. He 
added: ‘The Europeans 
started making money af¬ 
ter the war. They have 
money to spend on foreign 
holidays and they like to 
shoot grouse.” 

While the French 
checked' their guns and 
donned wet-weather gear, 
hunt saboteurs were 
mounting protests on one 
moor in Renfrewshire and 
several in the north of En¬ 
gland to prevent what they 
describe as “carnage on 
the moors”. 

They later announced 
their own “glorious” vic¬ 
tory, claiming they had 
successfully prevented 
shooting on four moors. 

However, grouse arc big 
business in Scotland. One 
expert claimed a ewe on a 
three-acre moor would re¬ 
turn a £4 profit, while one 
brace of grouse would 
realise £20. 

Mr John Phillips, who 
co-ordinates a grouse 
moor improvement pro¬ 
ject, said: “Grouse are a 
very important part of 
country life in Scotland. 

“In global terms heather 
moorland is a scarce habi¬ 
tat and is internationally 
important. It has extreme¬ 
ly high numbers of species 
of great diversity. The 
moors are not managed by 
quangos like the NCC or 
the RSPB. 

“If you don’t have 
grouse management and 
you don’t have keepers, 
then in no time at all you 
will be left with crows, fox¬ 
es, and grass, and not 
much else. 

“Grouse would fall to 
very low numbers. You 
might get a pair to 100 
acres. It would be an event 
to see a grouse. 

“Some people might be 
happy to see that natural 
state of things, but there is 
nothing particularly edify¬ 
ing about flocks of crows 
in the hills.” 

Meanwhile, thick cloud, 
or “brouillard”, had pre¬ 
vented the French from 


starting their week on the 
most promising moor. 

By the end of the week 
they should shoot around 
100 brace, but by lunch¬ 
time the six guns on the 
walked-up shoot had only 
three and a half brace and 
a hare. Dr Ducroz, from 
Poitiers in the Alps, was 
philosophical. 

Over salmon sand¬ 
wiches and Borders real 
ale, he said: “I am very 
fond of Scotland, I am 
fond of the people, the 
mountains, the scenery. 
Without the amiable peo¬ 
ple this country would not 
be so beautiful. 

“We are not here just to 
shoot and kill birds. We 
speak to people of the 
country and we are not in 
normal tourist hotels. We 
don’t like that kind of 
holiday.” 

When a passing shower 
forced everyone to take 

cover, he added: “Hike the 

rain, the sun, the wind. It 
is all part of Scotland.” 

In France there are 
around two million shoot¬ 
ers and a shotgun can be 
had for £150. Said the doc¬ 
tor: “It is not more 
expensive to shoot than to 
drink at the bar or to 


smoke. 

The French party, stay¬ 
ing with a family in a 
country house in Strath- 

W,U P 3 ^ around 

£1500 per couple for the 
week. The shooting works 
out at about £100 a day 
Driven shoots, which in¬ 
volve beaters and more 
work for the estates, are 
much more expensive. 

The party arrived by car 
on Thursday and by Mon- 
day some of the wives will 
take a day or two oIT the 
hills to spend money in 
Edinburgh and in woollen 
mills from the Borders to 
Pitlochry. 

By Tuesday the group 
will taste the results of the 
hunting, after the birds — 
unlike those delivered by 
fast cars and helicopters to 
Britain’s top restaurants 
yesterday — have been 
properly hung. 


--- - - y leaas countryman Gerard Herbert, with g hillie George Humphrey. 

RSSP CC cas h crisis lead to fears of more suffering 
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By CONNIE HENDERSON 

FEARS have emerged 
that the Royal Scottish So¬ 
ciety for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children may 
be hindered in some of its 
work after the news that 
the society has a deficit of 
than £250,000. 

By the end of August, 


organisers believe they will 
have a shortfall of 
£277,000 and they are con¬ 
cerned that development 
of the agency’s work in 
such areas as child sexual 
abuse may be affected. 

“This is causing a con¬ 
siderable amount of 
worry. Obviously some 


projects are bound to suf¬ 
fer in the end if the money 
is not found. We may find 
it more difficult to act 
quickly as problems arise 
in newer fields,” said Mrs 
Christine Ravenhall, Glas¬ 
gow organiser. 

The RSSPCC is a volun¬ 
tary body with 68 field 


workers whose work is de¬ 
pendent upon donations. 
Last year, the society re¬ 
ceived 4291 referrals, 
involving 8760 children, 
half of whom came from 
Strathclyde. 

Generally the number or 
referrals has levelled out in 
the last year, but cases of 


child sexual abuse 
increasing. 

Mrs Ravenhall added: 
“Our job does not dupli¬ 
cate that of the social work 
departments. Many of our 
field workers have skills 
which are perhaps not 
available through social 
work departments. In 


many cases social work de¬ 
partments are coming to 
us for assistance.” 

The society is now look¬ 
ing at new ways to raise 
money. Its first charity 
shop opens in Govan in 
October and other shops 
may be opened. 


Mrs Ravenhall stated: 
‘It is a daunting prospect, 
but I think the money can 
be raised by the end of our 
financial year in Decem¬ 
ber. Once the general 
public knows our situa¬ 
tion, I am sure people will 
be very generous.” 


from doctor in 
£1.5m debt’ 


A GP ran up debts of more 
than £1.5m on a string of 
girlfriends, fast cars, and 
foreign holidays, a bank¬ 
ruptcy hearing was told 
yesterday. 

Twice-divorced Dr 
Robert Wells, 36, who has 
two children by a com¬ 
mon-law wife, said women 
were queuing up for him. 

The public examination 
heard he showered them 
with gifts, such as dresses 
costing up to £800 each, 
and an expensive watch 
from Harrods for a 
girlfriend whose name he 
could not remember. 

However, the three 
companies he was associ¬ 
ated with crashed owing 
more than £1.3m, and the 
doctor was left with per¬ 
sonal liabilities totalling 
£1.546,000, 

Assistant official receiv¬ 
er Mr David Henry told 
the examination at New¬ 
port County Court, 
Gwent, Dr Wells tried to 
boost his £35,000-a-year 
GP’s salary by starting a 
doctor’s deputising ser¬ 
vice, a pharmaceutical 
wholesaler, and a property 
development firm. But the 
businesses all failed. 

Despite his financial dif¬ 
ficulties, the doctor piled 
up debts totalling £98,576 
to 21 credit card and loan 
companies, Mr Henry 
said. 


Detailing the spending 
spree, Mr Henry said the 
doctor bought many ex¬ 
pensive gifts for his 
girlfriends, including the 
Harrods watch. He went 
on frequent holidays in 
Tenerife and twice re¬ 
placed musical instru¬ 
ments worth £1500 when 
they were stolen, Mr Hen¬ 
ry said. 

Dr Wells, of Pontypool, 
told the hearing he had at 
least five girlfriends in the 
past year. “I had them 
queuing up for me,” he 
said. 

But he denied his life¬ 
style was excessive and 
said: "I think spending 
£800 on a dress is reason¬ 
able, nothing extra¬ 
vagant.” 

The GP arrived for the 
hearing in a Toyota MR2 
sports car. He drove a 
company Porsche while 
working in the property 
development business. 

Dr Wells, who formerly 
practised in Caerleon, 
Gwent, is now working as 
a locum in Brighton. 

Adjourning the hearing 
for three months for fur¬ 
ther inquiries. Recorder 
Mr D Francis Dunford 
told him: “You are living 
in the clouds. Perhaps you 
should have stuck to 
medicine.” 


Labour MP in 

job forms claim 


AN Edinburgh Labour 
MP has accused the Scot¬ 
tish Office of operating a 
secret quota system in its 
distribution of job applica¬ 
tion forms. 

Mr Nigel Griffiths, MP 
lor Edinburgh South, is re¬ 
ferring the matter to the 
Ombudsman on behalf of 
a constituent who, he 
claims, was denied the op¬ 
portunity of applying for a 
post as part-time adminis¬ 
trative assistant in the 
regional veterinary office. 

Mr Griffiths claims that 
within four days of adver¬ 
tising the post, the Scottish 
Office gave instructions 
not to send out any more 
forms, even though tlv - 
still 10 days tr 


Scottish Industry Minis¬ 
ter Mr Ian Lang told Mr 
Griffiths that after 49 
forms were sent out the 
department stopped issu¬ 
ing any more “because of 
the increasing amount of 
administrative time and 
effort involved as the exer¬ 
cise grew in scale”. 

“This is part of a secret 
quota system which Gov¬ 
ernment departments are 
enforcing,’’ said Mr 
Griffiths. 

He accused Mr Lang of 
being “totally out of touch 
with the »' ’'v of «—-» 
seal- 
Sc. 
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Wensleydale, North Yor 

Mr Ponton said that at t> am 
jolice had prevented 50 
lemonstrators in a convoy of 
’ive vans from leaving Leeds to 
lake part in protest action in 
Vorkshire. 

Many shooters who tramped 
the Scottish moors without the 
handicap of protesters were dis- 

Mr Christopher Moran, who 
organised shooting parties on 
Cabracb and Glenfiddich, could 
not hide bis disappointment. 
"We found some of the ground 
reasonable, but frankly I am 


the shooting parties at 
Glenrlnnes. near Dufftown, 
said: "We've had a very patchy 


moil Market directive which 
would end the traditions of the 
Glorious Twelfth of August. 

Sportsmen and gastronomes 
fear yesterday could have been 


Radio Clyde and 
BBC in football 
commentary deals 

By TOM (XUNEY 

RADIO commentaries of ^ueeze on the broadcasters was 
Scottish League football feat offers for the franchise had 
matches will continue under been made by other commercial 

deals agreed by the footbaf’ “* -- - --- 

broadcasting authorities . 
than 24 hours before the st 
of the new season. 

Under the deals both the BBC -- 

and Radio Clyde will pay the * portly financed by 
Scottish Football League percial «~>nsors Two 
£70.000 each over th-* — 

j The individual d 
struck after weeks oi oeau- 
locked negotiations. The radio " 

■station* were prepared to neg- ridu^sLaUons" the "viabilitv « 
rise*5i last season^ feesbiiUhe Amative services. — 
SFL was seeking an increase of 
about 90 per cent. In the end the 
deals are estimated to work out 
at around a 30 per cent rise. 

It is understood that the BBC , rllll 
and Radio Clyde had agreed Saturdays, 
with each other to resist any obligation 
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SHOOTING in SCOTLAND 


-r 

With 30 years experience as professional shoot organiser 
I will be pleased to prepare a programme to meet your 
retirements I make arrangements to suit all pockets both 
Q for private enjoyment or corporate entertainment, for 
P individuals and for complete groups. 

I have arranged shoots on well in excess of a hundred 
estates and will be happy to give you the benefit of my 
knowledge. References gladly provivded. 

DRIVEN GROUSE (& in England) 

DRIVEN PHEASANTS (& in England) 

GROUSE SHOOTING OVER DOGS 
MIXED WINTER SHOOTING 


OVERSEAS SHOOTING 


m roniunction with organisers in their respective countries we 
book high volume programmes. Individuals or groups. 

*.Qon-rr 


DENMARK DRIVEN MAIilA R D 
SPAIN DRIVEN RED LEG PARTRIDGES 
COLOMBIA DOVE SHOOT ^ AC>A , ITC 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA DRIVEN PHEASANTS 
HUNGARY DRIVEN PHEASANTS 


Sep-mid Oct 
Oct-Jan 
Year Round 
Nov-Dec 
Nov— early Feb 


MAJOR NEIL RAMSAY 
TAY TERRACE, DUNKELD 
PERTHSHIRE, PH8 OAQ 
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The Glorious Twelfth gets the bird from saboteur gangs but Edinburgh celebrates with festival fun 


Grouse protesters target 
the moors and the menus 


PLUS-FOURS and dinner jackets 
were dusted down all over Scotland 
yesterday as the Glorious Twelfth 
saw the start of the grouse-shooting 
season and the Edinburgh Festival. 

Traditionalists prepared to enjoy 
the first brace of grouse to reach the 
country's smartest hotels. Those 
more theatrically inclined headed for 
the first of 1,053 shows which make 
up the largest Edinburgh Festival in 
43 years. 

At Edinburgh’s Caledonian hotel, 
Jeffrey Bland, the chef, awaited the 
first birds from the nearby Leadhill 
estate which he served last night with 
the traditional accompaniments of 
buttered breadcrumbs and port wine 
sauce. 

“The grouse dinner here is an im¬ 
portant annual event. The people 
you tend to get are of the old school 
who like things done in the tra¬ 
ditional way,” he said. 

Outside on the streets of Edin¬ 
burgh, a Hans Christian Andersen 
lookalike rode to and fro on the 
number 33 bus and a group of girls 


by Margarette Driscoll 
and Geordie Greig 

from north London were performing 
an impromptu pavement cabaret. 
During the three-week festival there 
will be 422 theatre works, 38 musi¬ 
cals, 72 cabarets and seven operas. 

The 500,000 people who have 
travelled to Edinburgh, filling nearly 
every hotel room, will be treated to a 
mixture of the formal, the zany and 
the outright bizarre. Among the 
performers are a 9ft 3in Japanese¬ 
speaking giant from Preston, an 
acrobatic troupe of Hell’s Angels 
who hypnotise chickens, and the 
National Opera of Spain. 

Far away from the colourful crazi¬ 
ness of the capital, brothers Simon 
and Gavin Younger set off across the 
moorland for their annual family 
day. For them, the Twelfth meant a 
long, brisk walk by the East Lothian 
coast. 

The Youngers have become the 
exception among Scotland’s grouse 
enthusiasts as the sport has become 


more expensive and attracted in¬ 
creasing protest from animal rights 
and environmental groups. Com¬ 
mercial rather than family shoots are 
most common. Seven hundred pro¬ 
testers demonstrated outside the Sa¬ 
voy hotel in London yesterday as the 
grouse arrived. 

A brace of grouse was delivered to 
Downing Street by the Open Spaces 
Society, a conservation group locked 
in an argument with grouse moor 
owners over access to common land; 
saboteurs targeted shoots in Nor¬ 
thumberland, the south Pennines 
and South Wales. 

At the Gleneagles Hotel in Tayside 
there was no shoot for the fifth 
successive year. “Ecologists strongly 
advocated conservation five years 
ago when Scotland was faced with a 
serious decline in grouse numbers,” 
said Vivien Sirotkin, the general 
manager. “We have given our whole¬ 
hearted support ever since to the 
campaign." 

Additional reporting, Roddy Martine 

Edinburgh Festival , page C6 


Birds on the plate: flown in from Scotland, a brace at the Lo"** 
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Saboteurs in bid to stop shoots 


by DAVID FINLAY 


HUNT saboteurs were out with 
the early morning guns yesterday 
to disrupt shooting of already de¬ 
pleted grouse stocks on the 
‘Glorious Twelfth’. Some 20 Scot¬ 
tish animal rights activists 
travelled to the North of England 
to take part in a mass attempt to 
hinder shooting parties on the 
moors. The campaigns officer of 
the Hunt Saboteurs’ Association, 
Mr Cameron Evans, said they 
would stand their ground if any 
confrontation arose. 

A more pressing problem for Scot¬ 
tish estates is the reduced numbers of 
birds in some areas. Dr Peter Hud¬ 
son, of the Game Conservancy, said: 
‘Grouse numbers are 20 per cent 
down in some parts of Scotland. 
Numbers are remarkably low in 
Scotland because of the outbreak of 
the parasitic disease 
trichostrongylosis, which affects the 
birds’ condition and breeding.’ 

The managing director of 
Macsport, Mr Michael Stewart- 
Richardson, whose firm organises 
shooting on Speyside, Donside and 
in the Huntly area of North-east 
Scotland with sportsmen prepared to 
pay up to £1,200 a day on a big 
driven shoot, said: ‘I think generally 
Scotland has done very much better 
than England.’ He added that gener¬ 


ally the estates were reasonably 
happy at the prospects for the shoot¬ 
ing season ahead. 

Mr Stewart-Richardson said the 
attraction of grouse-shooting was 
that it involved^the last truly wild 
game species left in Europe. ‘You get 
princes down to dustmen who love to 
do it,’ he said. 

Animal rights activists find the 
bloodsport less attractive. The 
organising secretary of Animal Con¬ 
cern Scotland, Mr John Robins, said 
yesterday: ‘The grouse shoot, we 
feel, is a misuse of the environment. 
It is a bit obscene to bring on birds 
for people to pay up to £80 a brace to 
shoot them.’ 

The traditional rush to get the first 
of the season’s game birds on the 
menu of restaurants still went ahead, 
but this year participants seemed to 
have lost their taste for past stunts 
involving parachutists, sports cars 
and helicopters. 

The five-star Gleneagles Hotel, 
meanwhile, will have no grouse¬ 
shooting parties for the fifth 
successive year. General manager 
Miss Vivien Sirotkin said: ‘Ecologists 
strongly advocated conservation five 
years ago when Scotland was faced 
with a serious decline in grouse num- 
bers and we have given our 
wholehearted support ever since to 
the campaign.’ 



■ Early bird: One of the early grouse shot on Baddinsgil Moor at West 
Linton yesterday made its way to an Edinburgh restaurant with the 
equestrian help of Turinhill Rosealie and guarded by Colonel Pat 
Paterson. 














Hunt Saboteurs As.^oc: Contacts List; October 1937. 

All marked with an via HSA: P.0. Box 37, Exeter. EX4 3TX. 


Area 1 : Scotland. 

Central Scotland HSA; c/o CSA Office, Stirling Uni, Stirling. FK9 4L4. 
Clydeside HSA; P.0, fox 307, Glasgow. G52. 

Edinburgh HSA; Box 83, 1st. of May Bookshop, 43, Candlemaker Row, Edinburgh. 
Tayside HSA; 

• Area 3: th West. 

Colter: c/o The Socialist Club, Wood Street, Bolton. 

Lakeland SA; "* M 

Lancaster HSA; Lancaster Uni, Bailrigg, Lancaster. 

Liverpool Poly HSA; A.R. Society, C.P. Mott Campus, Liverpool Road, Liverpool. 
Li vc; i pool Uni; 0/o~ 'Studei'its _ tJnlon, ‘2 ,-Bedford St., iivemool T~ 

^anchester HSA; c/o Paver: Press, 75, Pieadliiy, Manchester 1. 
lanchester Poly HSA; Mandela Budding, 99, Oxford Rd., Manchester. 

Merseyside HSA; P.o. Box 16, Liverpool 24 
Rochdale HSA;; »*» 

West Cumbria HSA; 

Wigan HSA; 

Workington HSA; »*" 

Ai'ea_3: North East. 

T^Se'^ S"?"" 5 Hi fMiyhurst Rd., Darlington. DL3 6HE. 

"-rea 4 - v™V 'nf\ BOX 3c> ’. Gateshead ' * Wear. M8 ljt!. 

/.rea 4. Yo.vlc f./H; lmhero i d^-/M ’ rs 

S^;''L^n r °fr 25 ’ 5 k Co * rW » 8 St.. Ladds. LS2 SAW. 

Mali HSA; P.o. DN32 8QF. 

'« »■ 

Leeds Uni HSA; Leeds Uni S.U., Leeds LS2 9J? 

St„ u,, s . M9 6BD . 

Arefs fwai 1 ^: The P ° aCB Sh °P- 5- 7 ’ Exchange Place, Sheffield 2 5TV. 

sy23 3dx - 

m^ tor - sA4s 7ed - 

^ TvK ^’-^ 10 Placu> • Per ' lar -’• 

P,or ^ er Counties/West Midlands. 

Lj.rmn_i.gham Uni HSA; c/o Exter-'^i ror <- T . 

Cannock Chase HSA; 6, Bowes Dr & /. L * s Edqobast< - ,n Pari; Rd., 3'ham. 

Coventry A- Rugby HSA- °1 A ' 1 Ci ’ Canr *°ck, Staffs. WS11 2JW. 

Dudley HSA- P O fwVV? Ave *’ Holbrooks, Coventry. 

Keelc^HSA; 0 / 0 's.U?* feeS^Sf ^ S“* 

Potteries HSA; c/o The Peace’ce-tro^^fi^T’i bhc “ tor ‘> Stdce-or.-Trent. ST4. 
Redditch HSA; »*» lt ’ 56 • T °tine St., Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Shrewsbury HSA; 26 Sr v.--r~ ~ „ 

West Mids HSA; c/o Office 5 V r^t° f ^ ldS A Shrewst ^#- «Y1 25A. 

Worcester & District HSA- ° gc St * ’ I,irrni ‘ -gharri. B12 9RG. 

A^a_7: East Midlands:. * 

Chesterfield HSA; Box J in u-. i-u, 

De^ry 2 Hi\ L ^% f„ ’ ^ 

Leieester*HS/\f c/o^T ^ • Kodleatoh Rd 


Derby. DE3 1GT. 





Mansfield HSA; M *” 

Nottingham HSA; as for Chesterfield, above. 

Trent Poly HSA; Byron Buildings, Shake spear St., Nottingham. NG1. 

Area 8 : Cambs/Suffolk/Nprfolk. 

Cambridge HSA; fox SAE, c/o Crane vino Bookshop, Gwyoir St., Cambridge. 
Norwich HSA; The Green House, 48, Bethai St., Norwich. 

West Suffolk HSA; "*" 

Area 9: Essex/Beds/Herts/Bucks. 

Beds'S Bucks HSA; Box 2A, Bodkin, Heanhill, Milton Keynes. 

Broxboume HSA; P.G. Box 66, Broxboume, Herts. 

Colchester HSA; 48, Dunthorne Rd., Colchester, Essex. 

Halstead ft District USA; The Haven, 73, Chanel Hill, Halstead, Essex. C09 
Luton HSA; c/o Box A, Europa House, Vicarage St., Luton. LU1 3HZ. 
Mid-Essex HSA; P.0. Box 571, Brentwood. CM14 5FK. 

SWABS; 67b. Ross Close, Saffron V/aldon. Cl LI 4DT. 

Area_10: Greater London. 

Brunei Uni HSA; S.U., Brunei Uni, Kingston L^ne, Uxbridge. UBS 3PH. 

North London HSA; c/o Greenpeace (.London), 5, Caledonian Rd., London. III. 
WAPS; c/o Lee Centre, 1, Aioiibie, Lee Green, London. SET2 SHY. 

West London HSA; 

Area 1 .1: Kent/East Sussex. 

Folkestone HSA; "*" 

Hastings HSA; P.0. Box 71, Hastings, East Sussex. 

Kent HSA; 

Nortli Downs HSA; P.0. Box 54, Redhili, Surrey. 

North Kent HSA; 13, Stacklands Cl., Sevenoaks, Kent. TNI5 6DL. 

SLAPS: P.0. Box 139, Side up, Kent. 

Tunbridge Welj.s HSA; 

West Kent A.R.; P.0. Box 75, Tonbridge, Kent. TN9 1BZ. 

.Area 1 2: Surrey/West Sussex/Hants/Berks/Dorset. 

Berts HSA; 13ox 100, Acorn Bookshop, 17, Chatham St., Reading. 

Bournemouth HSA; Box SABS, 4, Onslow Rd., Bevois Valley, Southampton. 
Brighton HSA; P.0. Box .347, Shi . St., Brighton. 

Chi.Chester HSA; P.0. Box 75, Southsea, Portuiouth. P05 3HY. 

Croydon HSA; 137, Stroud Green Way, Croydon, Surrey. CRO 7BF. 

Dorset Institute of H.E. HSA.; S.U. V/aliisdown, Bournemouth. 

Fare-ham HSA; as for Chichester above. 

New Forest HSA; as Bournemouth above. 

Newbury HSA; "* !! 

Portsmouth HSA; as Chichester above. 

Salisbury HSA; 14, Churchfields, Salisbury, Wilts. 

Southampton HSA; as Bournemouth above. 

Weymouth HSA; 

Winchester HSA; as Bournemouth above. 

Famharn HSA; as Bournemouth above. 

Area 1 3: Avon/Gios/Wi Its/Oxon. 

Bath HSA; c/o .ARG S.U., Claverton Down, Bat-,. BA2 7AY. 

Bristol HSA; Box 174, 37, Stokes Croft, Bristol. BS2 SPY. 

Cotswold (Cheltenham. ; P.0. Box 94, Cheltenham, Glos. GL50 4AB. 

Cotswold (Gloucester HSA; as Cheltenham above. 

Oxford HSA; •«+« 

West Wiltshire- HSA: 

Area 1 4: South We sc. 

Barnstaple HSA; c. o Bickington Post Office, Nr. Barnstaple, Devon. 

Exeter HSA, Mid-Somerset HSA, Plymouth HSA, Yeovil HSA; al ; 

South Devon HSA; P.C. Box 20, Paignton, Devon. 

AREA 15: Ireianc. 

Belfast HSA; 3, Donegal St., Belfast. BTL 2FF. 

South East Eire HSA; ••*» 





HUNT SABOTEURS ASSOCIATION 



P.O. BOX87 
EXETER 
EX4 3TX 


Dear H. S. A. Member, 

We would like to extend our thanks to all our members who have sent in donations, ordered salesgoods, renewed subscriptions, 
become Life Members, sent us information, press clippings, advice, ideas or any other assistance in the last few months. 

•i 

Every mailbag we receive contains a few letters which cause us problems either because the correspondent has failed to include 
their name and address or because we are unable to read the handwriting or signature. Also a few Howls are returned to us simply 
because the members to whom they are addressed have not informed us that they have changed address. We ask you therefore 
to help us by clearly writing your name and address (and telephone number if possible), on all correspondence and to inform us 
of any change of address as soon as possible (when doing so please give former address as well). 

This booklet includes: 

Membership Renewal Form: The HSA can only increase in numbers if currrent members continue to renew their subscriptions 
they fall due. 

To establish the date on which your membership renewal falls due please consult the address label carried on the envelope which 
brought you your Howl. The four- figure number in the right hand corner of your label tells you the month your renewal falls due. 
Thus 0788 means that you should have payed your annual subscription in the seventh month (July) of 1988, the number 1188 
means that your renewal falls due in November. 

Life Members will note that their number is 1299 this is for our convenience and not a prediction of the future! 

We would urge all those people whose membership is due to consider paying their subscriptions by Banker's Standing Order, 
Standing Order payments save us considerable time and trouble. A Standing Order also frees you from the need to renew by post 
each year. 

Club Draw Form: Again this operates by Standing Order although you may if you wish pay a year’s affiliation fee of £24 
immediately. The Club Draw raises money for the HSA and pays a useful dividend to the lucky winners of the six annual draws, 
(see page 20 of Howl for latest winners). 

_ alesgoods Order Form : As you will see the modernisation of our salesgoods is at last underway with a few attractive additions 
to the range we have on offer already included on the enclosed form. When ordering goods please remember to include your name 
id address and check that your remittance is correct. 

As you may be aware the HSA is run by volunteers from their homes throughout the country and, therefore, the HSA has to rely 
almost entirely on the Royal Mail in conducting its work. 

Some delay is an inevitable result of this system and occasionally things go missing which leads to members waiting forever for 
items ordered or help requested. If after 28 days you have received no response please write to us detailing despatch dates, cheque 
numbers and any outstanding orders etc. We will try to rectify matters immediately. 

NOTES FROM THE HSA: 

1) Howl does not contain a tactics article this time. Aubrey Thomas has, however, produced a long and informative article 
summarising and improving on his last three articles. To obtain a free copy of this supplement to the Tactics Book either approach 
your Local Contact who will soon receive several copies or send a stamped and addressed envelope to P.O. Box 87, Exeter EX4 
3TX. Aubrey will also be giving them out at future tactics talks. 

2) At the AGM in July one of the proposed alterations to the Constitution was passed. Clause 9 now reads as follows: 

"All paid up members of at least one day standing may vote in any election of the Committee or at any AGM or EGM of the 
Association". 


DIRECT ACTION AGAINST ALL BLOODSPORTS 





3) Any fully paid up members of the National T rust should note that a resolution has been put forward which if passed would prohibit 
hunting on Trust owned land. It is important that you cast your vote. You may do this at the Trust’s AGM on 29 October. 

4) Saboteurs have also had a busy time against foxhunts during the cubbing season. Unfortunately a number of sabs have been 

andba ' ^' bUt not yet charged ’ Eight people were arrested at a meeting of the Pennine Foxhounds and 29 were arrested 
whilst Sabotaging the Northumberland Beagling Festival. Both incidents occured in September. 

5) Paul Connelly, a supporter of the Wynstay Foxhunt in North Wales pleaded guilty in court recently to a charge of attacking and 
severely injuring sab Nigel Lohan from Nottingham in March this year. He was fined £500 with £230 costs 

_ . M f™ h ! le th ®p.l.D. in Hampshire are trying to find a group of hunt thugs who attacked sabs whilst they were peacefully 
protectmg foxes from the attentions of the New Forest Foxhunt in August. The thugs, faces disguised by balaclavas hurled 
sharpened sticks at the sabs and physically assaulted several. One sab was hospitalised and required stitches. 

f!t^^ din ? ( t ?. i .!l? ra l, S0UrCeS the Southdown and Erid 9 e Foxhunt started their cubhunting in style this year when their hounds 
attacked and killed a hunt terrier by mistake. 

7) We have just heard that on Saturday October 2 a sab from Worcester was deliberately run over with a tractor whilst at a meet 
or tne Leaden Vale Bassett Hounds. Luckily his injuries were not too severe although he is experiencing a lot of pain. 

nt S hl? e Hi 9n Sut L C ° m 1 m l i f ttee " h ? s met Mce since its formation in August and has already produced several new sales 
H ? the b01 • any 0f our readers have desi 9 n related skills and would like to offer their time to the HSA in 
its effort to up date and improve our sales lines please write to us. 

Yours for our hunted wildlife, Ralph Cook, HSA Secretary. 



I 


Hunt bauoteurs Association 
















^□MEMBERSHIP 
O RENEWAL C 




A 


Dear Member 

October 1988 

consulting thearlrirecc iahlf ° Ul fh nnUa l [" embers u hi P of the Hunt Saboteurs Association is fully paid up. You can check this by 
LbeTo veVthP mnnTJn^ envelope in wh.ch your "Howl" arrived. The four - figure number on the right hand side of the 

the V0Ur reneWa ‘ fa " S due ‘ For instance the number 0788 means that ™*" a ' falls due in 

Banker-s'^anX/frwitr 8 'I the ^ hand C ?, rner of your label you do not have to send any money as this means you pay by 
Bankers Standing Order you may however hke to check your bank statements to confirm that payment is being made 

of the future! number12 " ‘ S C3rried ° n their labels> this is for our convenience and not a prediction 

Associati^rpta^rnmnPofo as kf 9 '"?’ W ® that you wil1 renew your subscri P tion and so help to continue the work of the 

ss oc i at ro n. P lease complete and return to us the form below, enclosing a donation if you are able, as soon as possible 

may 'H ,Sh P ay by Bankers Standing Order which reduces our costs if so please use the form overleaf. 

, Jthe animals down ^ PP ' S V lf ^ *** 10 the f ' 9ht aQainst cruelty t0 wild animals * we trust as ever that y° u wil1 not 

Ralph Cook, HSA Secretary 


PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS return form to P.O. Box 87 Exeter. EX4 3TX 


Name .(Title.) 

* .jdress. 

..IIIIIII 

Postcode . Telephone number(.). 

I enclose £. in respect of membership of the HSA 

I also include a donation to the HSA of £. 

Cheques / Postal Orders should be made payable to H.S.A. 

RATES: FULL ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP £5.00 LIFE MEMBERSHIP £70.00 

STUDENT / UNWAGED / SENIOR CITIZEN £3.00 

If the above is a new address please write your former address below. 


Thankyou 



























HUNT SABOTEURS ASSOCIATION 



P.O. BOX87 
EXETER 
' EX4 3TX 


MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL BY BANKERS STANDING ORDER 

We ask all our annual subscribers to pay their subscriptions by Bankers Standing Order, doing so removes the burden of sending 
us your renewal each year and reduces the HSA’s costs. To pay by this method please complete this form and return it to us at 

P.O. Box 87, EXETER EX4 3RQ 

Annual Membership is £5.00 (£3.00 unwaged) £70 Life Membership. 

If you are already paying by standing order you may wish to increase the amount to include a regular annual donation. To do so 
please also complete the form and return it to us but remember to tick the box at the bottom in order to ensure the cancellation 
of your existing Standing Order arrangement. 

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS 

NAME OF YOUR BANK . 

ACCOUNT NUMBER. 

BRANCH . 

BANK’S ADDRESS . 

Please pay Co - Operative Bank, Colmore Row, Birmingham (sortcode 08 90 01), Hunt Saboteurs Association 
Account Number 5035 7868 

on the . day of. 19 . and in each year on 

this date until further notice, the sum of £ . for the credit of tfk^ 

HUNT SABOTEURS ASSOCIATION. 


BANK PLEASE NOTE: 

NAME . 

ADDRESS . 


□ 


if ticked this also cancels my existing Bankers Standing Order. 


(TITLE 


) 


SIGNATURE 


POSTCODE 
. DATE ... 


DONATION TO THE HSA 

I also enclose a separate donation of £.. 

If you are not paying by Standing Order please complete the form overleaf. 
Thankyou. 























A Response To The 'Progressive 


Sab Faction 


We are some of the HSA members who tried to amend 
the proposed new constitution at the EGM. In view of 
the concerted campaign of misinformation conducted 
against us by the so-called ’progressive’ members 
of the Executive Committee (EC) in the latest HOWL 
magazine, and the EC election CVs, we feel forced 
to circulate a brief response explaining the TRUTH. 

The EGM was organised to discuss what are, perhaps 
the most far-reaching changes to the status of the 
HSA ever proposed - changes that would have resulted 
in the HSA adopting a limited company status, with 
a completely new set of constitutional rules and 
regulations. Under the rules and regulations proposed 
by the 'progressives', individuals or locat groups that 
do not like any part of the new constitution would, in 
future, have to get a 75% majority to effect change 
instead of the present 51% or 66% for a change in 
policy. In addition, motions to the AGM, and can¬ 
didates for the EC would need 12 signatories instead of 
th« present 2, thus making it much more difficult for 
-\_Jler groups to introduce motions or stand people for 
the EC. Also, the proposals put forward by the 'pro¬ 
gressives' altered the power structure of the HSA. 
Changes proposed included a new call-up procedure to 
the EC in the event of resignations which would 
give the committee the power to choose new committee 
members of its - rather than the membership's - 
choice. They also included proposals to give the EC 
members office for 3 years of empire building instead of 
the present 1 year. Furthermore, the rules and reg¬ 
ulations failed to include the anti-discrimination 
clause contained in the existing constitution. It 
appeared then that the 'progressives' wanted progress to 
stop at the EGM. 

In view of the far-reaching implications of the pro¬ 
posals, it might have been reasonable for the HSA 
committee to have given the membership time to propose 
amendments before the deadline given for the EGM. 

V ever, notice of the EGM was timed so that only the 
pwple who had been present at the committe meeting 
where the new constitution was completed,and which 
arranged the EGM, had the opportunity to see it and 
put forward amendments before the deadline. This 
meant that ordinary members of the HSA were denied the 
opportunity to have a say in the establishment of the 
HSA’s new constitution. It was because of the undemo¬ 
cratic nature of this oversight?) that we 'conserv¬ 
atives' spent a large part of the EGM's morning session 
arguing that amendments should be heard from the floor 
(in the same way that amendments had been allowed at 
the previous AGM). But the EC decided that the 
only amendments that could be heard were the ones put 
forward by the few committee members privileged enough 
to see the proposals in advance of everyone else. 
Because we were not allowed to put up any amend¬ 
ments, because of the apparent manoeuvering of the 
committee to prevent amendments being submitted earlier, 
and In the light of the problems we would have faced in 
making changes in the future, the only alternative 
we were left with was, reluctantly, to vote against the 


the whole limited company proposal - a vote which 
we won twice despite the 'progressively' childish 
attempt to accuse us of vote rigging. 

We were therefore not very surprised to see our¬ 
selves labelled as 'conservatives' and 'populist rabble 
rousers' by the 'progressive' members of the EC in 
the new HOWL magazine (which, incidentally, is 
supposed to be independent of the EC in its editorial 
policy. It seems that the ’progressives' haven't 
progressed far enough to accept a democratic defeat. 

We were surprised, though, to see the attacks upon 
Aubrey Thomas both in HOWL and the CVs of some 
'progressive' armchair saboteur committee candidates. 
Aubrey's tactics, although somewhat more complex 
than just stopping the hounds, have been proved to 
work, and work well. Anyone who has been to 
one of Aubrey's tactics talks knows full well that he 
does not claim that his tactics should be used to 
the exclusion of others. He simply suggests that his 
tactics can be used to supplement the conservative 
tactics which have been used by hunt saboteurs for 
years. Obviously, any sensible group of saboteurs 
will use the tactics they think most effective at 
the time. 

Interestingly, perhaps, the latest draft of the limited 
company proposals which will be put forward at 
the AGM contain most of the amendments that we 
attempted to debate at the EGM. However, the 
anti-discrimination clause contained in the existing 
constitution has again been omitted, and the pro¬ 
posed procedures for amending motions to the AGM 
still seem a bit dubious. 

See you at the AGM, 

Dave Shepherdson (Tyneside HSA) 

Liz Crocker (Tyneside HSA) 

Ben Ponton (Tyneside HSA) 

Aubrey Thomas (West London HSA> 

Stewart Lord (Tyneside HSA) 

Heien Richardson (Tyneside HSA) 

Richard Anderson (Durham HSA) 

.Anthony Mag in (Tyneside HSA) 

Stewart Farrar (South Shields HSA} 

(All the above are active HSA members and were 
present at the EGM) 


For further contact phone: 

Dave/Liz: 091 261 6151 
Ben: 091 273 9206 

PlMH ccpy 4v> 
ir wn t a cacvp r 




USE YOUR VOTE! 


If, like us, you feel concerned about the way the 'progressives' 
have behaved - 


If you want active sabs running the HSA - 


If you want a democratically run organisation - VOTE FOR: 


CAMERON EVANS 
ANNE LLEWELYN 
BEN PONTON 
NEIL WEBSTER 


MIKE HALL 
ANG! MAJENNIK 
AUBREY THOMAS 
LEO ANDERSON 


Although you are entitled to vote for twelve committee 
candidates, if you only vote for the •‘fcandidates listed above, 
they will stand a much b^ter chance of being elected. 

As the present constitution hlis no provision for opinion polls, 
we must assume that the opinion poll at the bottom of the 
ballot form is some kind of ploy by the 'progressives' to 
steamroller the new constitution through, so... 

LEAVE THE OPINION POLL BLANK. 


We would urge you to consider voting on the motions and 
amendments eft the AGM in the following ways: 



FOR 

AGAINST 

Constitutional resolutions: 
N s 1 


[ ] 

N q 2 

[/] 

[ 1 

N 2 3 

[ 1 

[/] 

Policy resolutions: 

N u 1 

(/] 

( ] 

N e 2 

(/] 

( 1 

N 2 3 

[/] 

[ 1 


Amendments to the Memoranda and Articles 
(at the back of the AGM guide): 


\CL\ uic uat/A ui u ic rvjuvi yuivjc;. 

(a) 

[/] [ ] 

(b) 

(/] [ ] 


Are you insulted at being called a 'conservative'? If you’re 
'conservative' enough to want the HSA to remain a direct action 
organisation and not another League Against Cruel Sports 
run by a secretive clique of Boxing Day banner wavers... 

Turn up at the AGM!!! 


WE ARE NOT AFRAID OF PEOPLE HEARING OUR ARGUMENTS - 
ARE THE 'PROGRESSIVES'??? 


For further contact phone: 

Dave/Liz: 091 261 6151 
Ben: 091 273 9206 
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Important Information 

for all HS A members 


On 5 May 1988 an anonymous donation of CIO 000 (yes, ten thousand pounds) was passed via the 
Hull group contact to two HSA members, Chris Bishop and Angi Majennik. Instructions about how 
the money was to be used were given both verbally and in writing: it was not intended as a donation 
to the HSA it was given for a specific purpose, a purpose which had brought about the donation 
in the first place... 

The donor knew that many northern sab groups were facing great difficulties with their vans, or 
lack of them, and that a number of groups were often unable to get to a hunt. The donor instructed 
that the money was to be given to those groups in the North that most needed a van, the money 
was simply to be channelled through the HSA as the most equitable and efficient means of dis¬ 
tribution. As an example the donor paid £500 of the original CIO 000 to Bradford HSA. 

Northern groups should have been contacted - they weren’t; if groups did request funds, most were 
turned down. A year later, when the Hurt contact tried to find out what had happened, no real 
answers were given. Tyneside HSA was then contacted to discover what had been going on. They 
themselves had known nothing of the donation until then. From various phone calls it emerged 
that only a handful of people knew of the money's existence, and it seems that no groups have 
.'soclved money for transput, as was originaliy intended. 

What js known so far, is that: 

tt The committec.took charge of the money (remember this wasn't a donation to the HSA). 

U They felt the terms of the donation were 'unfair' and that the money should be used as they saw 

fit, for national purposes (there is no question of 'fairness' since the donation would not have 
been made under such circumstances). 

n Instead, the money was mostly used for funding contacts mailouts, the cost of preparing and 
carrying out legal seminars, tactics talks, and 'other services to groups'. 

In this fashion CIO 000 intended to fund as directly as possible the active sabotage of bloodsports 

in the North has been frittered away. .Another example of a 'progressive' HSA? Legal advice is 
being sought; in the meantime we make the following demands: 

# That a full investigation be carried out to discover what has happened and who is involved, 

# That any committee members responsible for the misuse of the money should resign and be barred 
from future office. 

tt That the reamining committee undertakes to make a similar sum available for the purchase of 
vans, as was intended. 

tt That the BUAV and any other animal rights organisations, to which committee members found to 
be responsible belong, be informed. 

tt That new rules are drawn up governing the use and accounting of donations (if we can expect 
any to be made in future after this) so that this never happens again. 

******* 

How many animals have been hunted to death, how many hunts have carried on undisturbed when 
there could have been another 15-20 vans on the road? 

We hope that if you aren t a northern sab you will still be able to see the injustice of this outrageous 
behaviour. Surely, if we are to continue to receive donations, we must respect any reasonable 
conditions attached to them? 


******* 

Finally, a number of people/groups have told us that they have experienced delays and other problems 
with receiving their committee ballot forms. There'll always be genuine errors and cock-ups in 
any organisation, but if you feel you have cause to complain, we suggest you do so to The Electoral 
Reform Society who are adjudicating the election. 

Best wishes, Hull and East Yorks Sabs, and Tyneside HSA. (£>}y 
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As a result of the AGM TYNESIDE HSA has decided to put a list of the 
actions it deems necessary far the Committee to regain any credibility 
in the eyes of active hunt saboteurs:- 

1: The Committee should have a new Treasurer. 

John Hale, because of his attempts to blame anyone except himself for 
the misuse of the £9500 donation (which obviously was intended to be 
used for direct action) has undermined the position of the Committee. 
This situation was further exacerbated by his repeated avoidance of 
estions on the cost of legal seminars and his insistance that it 
should be explained by John Beggs the legal advisor who, it emerged 
later, had no say in the financing of them. He should not be 
reappointed as Treasurer. 

2: The Committee should ask the Electoral Reform Society why they 

accepted a ballot that was so open to abuse and to look at the papers 
again to check them for any irregularities. 

The Secretary said that he did not have the time to number the ballot 
papers so we have only his word for how many went out. If Tyneside HSA 
had printed identical ballot papers nobody could have found out. We are 
not saying that anyone did fiddle the ballot but in view of Dave Weeks' 
comments in his Accounting and Budget Proposals for 19E59 that "We 

simply couldn't afford to then allow an irresponsible Committee to be 
elected " it would seem that the "PROGRESSIVES" are not that keen 

on democracy. 

3: Pay back the £9500 as soon as possible. 

As far as the vast majority of members at the AGM were concerned the 
Committee's actions were little better than theft. It was apparent that 
the donor wanted the money to be spent on DIRECT ACTION not office 
equipment, on VANS not computers, on Northern Groups not nationally. 
John Hale claimed that the donation would have been divisive. However, 
there was no evidence of this from members of Southern HSA Groups at 
the AGM as became apparent when 95"/. of the members voted against the 
Committee and for a return of the money despite there being a roughly 
even split between Northern and Southern Sabs. 

4: Conclusions 

Because the "PROGRESSIVES" obviously want the HSA to be a limited 
company we feel that it is likely that the Committee will implement the 
AGM decision to make the HSA a limited company. However, we suspect 
that they will be less likely to implement the other decisions taken at 
the AGM - decisions which the "PROGRESSIVES" opposed or, literally, ran 
away from. It is our opinion that they cannot pick out the parts of the 
AGM they like - it's all or nothing! 
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THE PROGRESSIVE COMRADES FIVE YEAR PLAN 

Did you know the "Progressives" have a Five Year Plan? You didn’t? 

Well read on. 

We are now in the second year of a Five Year Plan written by Dave 
Weeks. The first part of the plan is taken up with proposals to change 
the budgeting system of the HSA. While many of the proposals are 
innocuous it comes over loud and clear that they don’t want to spend any 
more on sabbing. 

The most interesting part of the document is on the philosophy of the 
HSA. Here are some of it’s findings: 

Hunt Saboteurs are "second raters who just do it for a laugh" 

"The membership and supporters are mollycoddled by the HSA (officers?)" 

"Groups should be less influenced by tfheir peer group" - Don’t be an 
anarchist!! 

"Groups must be educated and given direction from the centre" 

"They must be sweetened up with a mu1ti-fascated package of ideas and 
assistance" - Whatever that means!! 

They also say that the HSA is going to be re-launched in 1992 but do 
not spell out what they mean by it. 

Four things struck us when we read this document: 

1 Its the most patronising and divisive thing to come out of the HSA 
Committee for years. 

2 The members are the HSA not the Committee. 

3 They want high profile sabs with the possibility of good publicity 

so why don’t they put up the money and do the PR work for events like 
the 12th August, the Northumberland Beagling Festival and the Lakes 
week. 

4 The Five Year Plan has never been submitted to the membership at 
either this year’s or last year’s AGM. 

If the "Progressives" want us to be another League Against Cruel Sports 
they should join it. Instead, through their obsession with secrecy, 
their selfish cynical manipulation of the Association Rules, and their 
apparent self-aggrandising delusions of a massive plot against them, 
they show themselves either incapable of running the HSA by fair means 
or infiltrators out to do as much damage as possible. 

TYNESIDE HSA SUNDERLAND HSA SOUTH SHIELDS HSA DURHAM HSA 
LEEDS HSA 


IF YOU AGREE WITH US ADD YOUR NAME TO THE LIST AND PASS THE LEAFLET ON 
TO ANY OTHER GROUPS YOU KNOW OF. 



Import ant inform^t i^ 
— ° ——Q * I USA members 


On 5 May 1988 an anonymous donation of Cin nnn ii ( oc 
Hull group contact to two HSA members Chris Rishnn a pounds) was Passed via the 

the money was to be used were given bothverballvLTfn m aj ^ nik ‘ Instructions about how 

in is t» pLr. s 9iven - a :rt a d s rr ion 

rr t,es w,th their - 

that the money was to be given to those groups in the North !h ? 6t f °» 3 hmt ' The donor instru cted 
was simply to be channelled through the USA as the nci^ t fl a f , m0St needed a van, the money 
tribution. As an example the don *Z TstoVt «- 


2 ^^^: re<wesi *-*• «• —■ 
answers were given. Tyneside HSA was then contac t ° a ° Ut **' had happened ' real 
themselves had known nothing of the donation until then*F^lmT What ^ ad been 9 ° in 9 on - They 
that only a handful of people knew of the money’s existence ona 3 ^ 005 Ph ° ne Ca,,S ft emer9ed 
received money for transit, as was originally Lendid! 566015 th3t °° 9r0ups have 


What known so far, is that: . (t j 

T C °:; ma,00k Charse the "™' *** art a donation ,o the HSA, 

be usea as theyisaw 

been made under such circumstances). fairness since the donation would not have 


" 25 ^Paring and 

In JS?'he active sabotage o, bloodsports 
being sought; in , he meantime we Le HSA? L ^' ^Ice Is' 

TW IT in T 9a, ' 0n be Ca,Tled “• '° dlSCWer ^ •“ happened and who is involved 
hoe, Mure°off!ce? e reS0 °" Slt>le ,m —« ot the money should resign and be barred 


* vans,’as Undertak « a similar sue, availabte tor the purchase o, 


be responsible be| d r^7be°'inkjrmed' al n9 "’ S or9a,,isati » n s, to which committee members found to 

# eVZ7,7o ^ Can eXPeC, { 


***** 


* * 


there behave been V anotherT m hUn ’ S h3Ve Ca,Tled 0,1 undisturbed when 

£r^r^-=rcre^r ,o se v he ,niusiice ° f this ***»«* 

conditions attached to them? 6 donatlon ^. we must respect any reasonable 


******* 

with receiving their cSrterbl’llot’tomL 0 . 1 '’ Wn llwaysTe eXOerlenced delavs a "d other problems 
(test wishes, Hull and East Yorks Sabs, and Tyneside HSA. Pli?lit' (0}y AlJAl&IT 


m Fumt MK iaftoo film (f*>(&$& ■ qji m?2ot 






The Scottish 
Parliament 

TOMMY SHERIDAN MSP 

Scottish Parliament, Room 1.16, George IV Bridge, Edinburgh EH99 ISP 
Tel: 0131 348 5632 Fax: 0131 348 5948 
e-mail: Tommy.Sheridan.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 


Dell Cowie 
15 Dalmary Drive 
PAISLEY 
PA1 3TL 


15 November 2001 


Dear Dell 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the activities of the Clydeside Hunt Sabs. 

As normal I continue to support your activities politically, morally and economically in the shape of 
the enclosed cheque for £50.1 appreciate it is not a king’s ransom but hopefully is a vital contribution 
to the continued success of the Clydeside Hunt Sabs. 

In the meantime, take care and all the best. 

Yours in solidarity 


TOMMY SHERIDAN MSP 


ENC: (CHEQUE) 







